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CPI  Revision — Statistical  Objectives  and  Methodology 

By  John  Coleman,  Mort  Raff,  and  Curtis  A.  Jacobs 

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Department  of  Labor 


Introduction 

A  worldwide  rise  in  prices,  which  began  in  1896, 
brought  to  the  public  forum  the  concepts  of  the  “living 
wage”  and  “high  cost  of  living.’  By  the  time  the 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  (BLS)  began  formal  and 
regular  collection  of  price  data,  the  need  for  such  facts 
was  already  generally  recognized  and  their  use  in  the 
arbitration  of  wage  disputes  readily  accepted  by  the 
public. 

Systematic  collection  of  retail  prices  began  in  con¬ 
junction  with  a  study  of  consumer  expenditures  and 
income  in  1901.  Initially,  prices  for  about  30  foods 
were  obtained  retroactively  from  account  books  and 
records  of  about  800  firms  in  171  cities  throughout  the 
country.  These  prices  were  obtained  monthly  for  the 
period  1890—1903.  Indexes  of  retail  food  prices  were 
constructed  for  the  United  States  as  a  whole  and  for  five 
geographic  regions  for  the  years  1890—1903.  The 
weighting  pattern  for  those  indexes  was  derived  from 
detailed  data  for  2,567  families  included  in  a  study  of 
expenditures,  covering  22,000  families,  conducted  by 
the  Bureau  of  Labor  in  1901—02.^ 

A  variant  of  the  present  Consumer  Price  Index  (CPI) 
for  Urban  Wage  Earners  and  Clerical  Workers,  formerly 
called  The  “Cost-of-Living-Index”,  was  initiated  at  the 
time  of  World  War  I  (1918)  for  use  in  wage  negotia¬ 
tions.  Although  there  have  been  many  changes  in 
scope,  coverage,  frequency,  and  publication  format; 
regular,  periodic  publication  of  the  U.S.  index,  in 
roughly  its  present  framework,  was  begun  in  February 
1921.  Quarterly  indexes  were  initiated  in  1935  and 
monthly  indexes  in  1940. 

Since  its  inception  in  1918,  the  CPI  has  undergone 
three  comprehensive  revisions.  This  is  the  fourth  and 
most  far-reaching.  Begun  several  years  ago,  this  re- 


'  The  Consumer  Price  Index:  History  and  Techniques  (U.S.  Dept,  of 
Labor  Bull.  1517),  page  1. 

*  Retail  Prices  of  Food,  1890  to  1904  (U.S.  Bur.  of  Labor,  Bull.  59, 
1904). 


vision  is  expected  to  be  completed  in  1977.  A  fully 
tested,  officially  revised,  and  significantly  improved 
pair  of  consumer  price  indexes  is  planned  to  be  issued  in 
April  1977.  In  addition  to  the  present  index  family 
definition  (urban  wage  earner  and  clerical  worker 
families,  including  single  persons  alone),  a  second 
revised  index  will  provide  coverage  for  all  non-institu- 
tional  urban  consumer  units  and  rural  nonfarm  families 
living  within  Standard  Metropolitan  Statistical  Areas 
(SMSA’s).  Items  and,  where  feasible,  outlets  will  be 
selected  to  be  representative  of  each  index  population 
while  using  probability  sampling  procedures  that 
maximize  the  overlap  for  data  collection  efficiencies. 
The  broadened  index  definition  will  cover  slightly  more 
than  80%  of  the  total  U.S.  population  as  compared  to 
less  than  half  that  amount  at  present.  In  addition  to  the 
expanded  CPI  coverage  there  have  been  a  number  of 
other  major  improvements  in  the  conceptual  framework 
of  the  CPI  from  the  economic  point  of  view;  however, 
our  main  concern  here  is  with  the  improvements  in  the 
statistical  framework  as  reflected  in  the  objectives  and 
methodology  associated  with  this  revision. 

Statistical  Objectives 

Some  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  the  CPI  as  an 
economic  indicator  may  be  derived  from  the  following: 
(1)  it  is  one  of  the  Nation’s  most  important  statistical 
measures  of  inflation,  (2)  it  is  the  primary  escalator  of 
wages,  salaries,  pensions,  rents,  and  child  support 
payments,  and  (3)  because  of  escalation  provisions,  an 
increase  of  1.0%  (e.g.,  a  change  from  100.0  to  101.0) 
triggers  an  outflow  of  about  $1  billion  into  the  U.S. 
economy.  It  is  therefore  imperative  that  it  be  as  finely 
tuned  as  available  economic  resources  and  technological 
knowhow  permit.  Toward  that  end,  we  have  established 
the  following  CPI  revision  statistical  objectives: 

(1)  Reduction  of  the  overall  level  of  (a)  non-response 
and  (b)  errors  of  recall, 

(2)  Institution  of  probability  sampling  throughout 
the  revision  process. 
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(3)  Substantial  improvements  in  the  survey  and 
sample  designs, 

(4)  Reduction  in  the  lag  time  required  for  the  index 
to  reflect  price  change, 

(5)  Significant  increase  in  the  number  of  publishable 
indexes,  and 

(6)  More  effective  use  of  optimization  principles  in 
the  allocation  of  price  quotes  to  outlets. 

Perhaps  it  should  be  noted  that  only  two  of  the  above 
objectives  [(2)  and  (4)]  are  new  and  only  in  the 
sense  that  they  were  not  explicit  objectives  of  previous 
revision  efforts. 

It  will  come  as  no  surprise  to  most  observers  that  the 
revised  CPI  sample  parallels,  in  strategy,  the  objectives 
of  the  process  which  was  used  to  develop  the  current 
CPI  design.  What  may  surprise  some  and  we  hope, 
upon  reflection,  please  most  are  the  implications  and 
probable  consequences  of  all  six  objectives  when  taken 
both  individually  and  severally.  Perhaps,  additional 
insight  into  those  implications  and  consequences  can  be 
gained  from  the  presentation  of  the  methodology  being 
employed  in  this  revision  effort. 


Statistical  Methodology 

Because  of  the  complexity,  importance  and  diversity 
of  uses,  construction  of  a  revised  CPI  will  unavoidably 
require  a  rather  complex  set  of  statistical  methods  and 
techniques.  Ideally,  we’d  like  as  inputs  to  the  CPI,  the 
total  set  of  prices,  placed  in  one-to-one  correspondence 
to  the  total  set  of  purchases,  of  all  members  of  the  index 
family  population.  Realistically,  the  magnitude  of  the 
variables  involved,  particularly  time  and  costs,  dictate 
that  resort  be  had  to  some  kind  of  sampling  scheme. 
First,  we  need  to  identify  a  sample  of  areas.  Next,  we 
must  select  a  sample  of  families  and  obtain  from  them 
information  concerning  their  consumption  expenditures 
during  some  specified  time  interval.  We  will  also 
require  an  appropriate  sample  of  outlets  in  which  to 
obtain  price  quotes  during  each  pricing  period.  To 
accomplish  this,  we  must  have  very  detailed  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  each  purchase  made  during  the  survey 
period.  Because  of  the  magnitude  and  variety  of 
purchases  and  time  frames  within  which  they  were 
made,  one  must  sample  both  item  specifications  and 
time.  Thus,  what  we  require  is  an  overall  sample  design 
consisting  of  component  sample  designs — each  with  its 
own  set  of  statistical  methods  and  techniques. 

While  the  foregoing  requirements  are  all  quite 
necessary,  they  are  by  no  means  sufficient.  Addition¬ 
ally,  we  shall  require  the  following:  (a)  an  adequate 
quality  measurement  program  with  an  imbedded  qual¬ 
ity  control  program,  (b)  a  set  of  inex  calculation 
procedures  consonant  with  a  publication  program  that 
looks  forward  to  publishing  indexes  for  a  maximum  of 


28  local  areas  and  12  region-city-size  groupings  in 
addition  to  those  published  at  the  regional  and  National 
level, *  and  (c)  a  set  of  procedures  for  estimating  and 
making  available  (where  practicable  in  generalized 
form)  the  sample  estimate  of  the  precision  of  each 
published  index. 

With  the  foregoing  as  a  backdrop,  let  us  sketch  in 
the  main  outline  and  a  few  of  the  more  important  de¬ 
tails  of  the  revision  effort.  Since  we  have  already  speci¬ 
fied  that  there  will  be  two  index  family  definitions, 
perhaps  the  best  place  to  begin  is  with  the  consumption 
expenditures  of  those  index  families. 


Consumer  Expenditures  Survey  { CEX ) 

The  primary  data  source  of  consumption  expenditures 
used  in  the  CPI  revision  is  a  household  survey  of 
consumption  units.  The  CEX,  conducted  for  the  BLS  by 
the  Bureau  of  the  Census,  consists  of  a  Diary  compo¬ 
nent  and  a  Quarterly  component.  For  each  component, 
a  sample  of  about  20,000  non-overlapping  housing 
units  in  216  primary  sampling  units  (PSU’s)  were 
contacted  over  a  2-year  period.  (During  a  comparable 
period  of  1960—61,  the  total  number  of  non-overlapping 
housing  units  contacted  was  about  15,000.)  This  larger 
set  of  primary  sampling  units  (216  in  the  current 
survey  as  compared  to  66  in  the  1960-61  survey) 
provides  an  appreciably  improved  data  base  from  which 
to  construct  the  universal  market  baskets  (i.e., 
sampling  frames)  from  which  sample  market  baskets 
will  be  selected  for  continuous  pricing  in  85  pricing 
areas  (see  page  145). 


For  the  Diary  component,  consumer  units  in  some 
18,000  households  self-reported  expenditures  for  fre¬ 
quently  purchased  items  (e.g.  food,  household  cleaning 
supplies,  and  personal  care  products  and  services).  Each 
consumer  unit  reported  for  a  specified  2-week  period. 
The  set  of  2-week  periods  for  which  these  data  were 
collected  covered  a  total  period  of  2  years.  The  reason 
for  using  a  2-week  reporting  period  was  to  obtain 
reliable  data  for  frequently  purchased  items  and  to 
reduce  item  non-response. 

For  the  Quarterly  component,  approximately  the 
same  number  (but  a  non-overlapping  set)  of  households 
were  interviewed  quarterly  to  pick  up  detailed  expendi¬ 
ture  data  for  items  bought  less  frequently.  To  provide 
for  bounded  interviews  and  to  reduce  errors  due  to 
recollections  over  annual,  semi-annual,  and  quarterly 
recall  periods,  a  survey  year  was  defined  as  five 


^  This  represents  a  planned  expansion  of  the  number  of  indexes  over 
the  current  system  thus  providing  a  "localized”  index  for  every  area 
of  the  country. 
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quarters. Thus  a  given  household  was  interviewed  five 
times,  once  each  quarter. 

As  previously  noted,  it  is  from  these  expenditures 
data  that  we  will  construct  the  sampling  frame  from 
which  to  select  our  sample  market  baskets  and  derive 
the  set  of  item  weights  to  be  used  in  calculations  of  the 
indexes. 

1.  Universe  Market  Baskets 

There  will  be  eight  such  sampling  frames,  one  for 
each  of  two  index  families  in  each  of  four  geographic 
regions.  This  is  in  marked  contrast  to  the  single 
national  market  basket  in  current  use.  The  reason  for 
this  change  is  to  reduce  the  bias  that  results  from  using 
national  data  to  construct  regional  market  baskets  and 
indexes. 

Each  regional  universe  market  basket  will  be  con¬ 
structed  from  a  weighted  set  of  consumption  expendi¬ 
tures  reported  via  the  CEX-Diary  by  the  specified  set  of 
index  families  in  that  region.  For  purpose  of  sampling, 
the  Diary  and  Quarterly  components  of  the  CEX  will  be 
treated  as  disjoint.  Each  component  will  be  used  as  a 
frame  for  selecting  a  specified  subset  of  items. 

Although  the  total  number  of  price  quotas  will 
remain  relatively  unchanged  by  reducing  the  average 
number  of  quotes  per  item  in  line  with  variance 
calculations,  the  number  of  sample  items  at  the  national 
level  will  be  more  than  doubled.  Additionally,  the 
number  of  monthly  quotes  for  non-food  items  will  be 
increased  by  a  factor  of  about  three. 

2.  Item  Samples 

Each  regional  universe  market  basket  will  be  sub¬ 
divided  into  approximately  200  strata,  with  some  strata 
consisting  of  only  one  item.  A  single  independent 
selection  will  be  made  from  each  stratum — the  reason 
being  to  facilitate  measurement  of  the  variance  of  the 
index. 

To  reduce  the  effect  on  the  variance  of  the  inter-PSU 
correlation  in  price  movements  between  items,  eight 
independent  samples  of  items  will  be  selected  in  each 
region  and  priced  in  a  sample  of  three  to  four  PSU’s. 
Although  the  preferred  procedure  from  the  standpoint 
of  variance  alone  calls  for  selecting  an  independent 
sample  for  each  PSU,  this  compromise  made  necessary 
by  workload  considerations,  does  not  appear  likely  to 
result  in  any  significant  loss  of  precision  while  reducing 
considerably  the  workload  inherent  in  using  a  separate 
sample  for  each  PSU. 


*  See  also:  "A  New  Methodology  for  a  Consumer  Expenditure 
Survey",  R.  Pearl  and  Daniel  Levine;  1971  Proceedings  of 
the  Business  and  Economic  Statistics  Section,  ASA,  pages 
254-265. 


Because  of  the  need  to  publish  indexes  for  two  index 
family  definitions  and  meanwhile  conserve  resources, 
the  item  sample  for  the  total  non-institutional  urban 
consumer  units  and  rural  nonfarm  families  living  in 
Standard  Metropolitan  Statistical  Areas  (SMSA’s)  will 
be  obtained  by  Keyfitzing'’  to  the  item  sample  selected 
for  the  urban  wage  earners  and  clerical  workers. 

3.  Item  Weights 

Following  the  item  sample  selection  both  CEX 
sample  components  will  be  integrated  at  a  macro  level 
to  achieve  the  best  estimate  of  the  final  item  weights  for 
each  item  stratum  and  tabulation  level  within  each 
region.  We  expect  to  use  a  synthetic  estimator  that  is  a 
function  of  the  region  and  local  area  expenditures  data 
to  derive  the  item  weights. 

Outlet  Sample 

The  outlet  sampling  frame  is  to  be  constructed  from 
several  sources.  The  primary  source  for  all  food  and 
most  commodities  and  services  is  the  Point-of-Purchase 
Survey  (POPS)  which  provides  coverage  for  about  60% 
of  all  consumption  expenditures.  Housing  accounts  for 
an  additional  20%.  The  balance  must  be  covered  in  a 
variety  of  ways  and  from  a  variety  of  sources.  For 
convenience,  we  have  dichotomized  this  multiplicity  of 
sampling  frames,  and  hereafter  refer  to  them  simply  as 
POPS  and  non-POPS. 

1.  POPS 

The  Point-of-Purchase  Survey  (POPS)  is  a  sample 
survey  of  23,000  households  in  the  85  primary 
sampling  units  designated  as  CPI  pricing  areas  (see 
page  145).  Consumer  units  in  each  household  were  asked 
to  identify  the  amount  of  expenditures  and  the  place  of 
their  purchase,  for  broad  categories  of  items.  A 
concordance  between  the  item  strata  and  the  POPS 
categories  has  been  defined  so  that  when  a  particular 
entry  level  item  is  selected,  a  corresponding  set  of 
outlets  is  determined  as  the  sampling  frame  for  that 
item  stratum. 

The  POPS  provides  an  ability  to  define  a  set  of 
outlets  for  each  index  family.  Outlet  selections  will  be 
made  for  each  index  family  definition  from  every 
selected  POPS  category,  provided  the  universe  size  is 
adequate  to  support  the  two  definitions. 

2.  Non-POPS  Outlets 

For  the  item  strata  not  covered  by  the  POP  survey, 
other  sampling  frames  will  be  used.  The  primary  non- 
POPS  sampling  frame  will  be  the  Unemployment 
Insurance  file  (ES-202)  maintained  by  BLS.  For  some 


*  Keyficzing  is  a  procedure  for  maximizing  overlap  between  two 
samples  while  maintaining  correct  probabilities  for  both  samples. 
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item  strata  such  as  telephone  expenses,  utilities,  public 
transportation,  educational  institutions  etc.,  additional 
sampling  frames  will  have  to  be  constructed,  both  for 
between  and  within  outlet  sampling  (see  below  for 
meaning  of  within  outlet  sampling).  For  the  non-POPS 
item  strata,  it  is  not  possible  with  the  available 
sampling  frames  to  distinguish  outlets  in  which 
different  index  families  shop. 

Item  Specifications  Sample 

Presently,  the  procedure  is  to  price  the  “volume 
seller”  good  (i.e.,  store  item)  meeting  a  tightly  defined 
national  specification.  We  have  replaced  that  procedure 
with  an  objective  probability  process  for  the  selection  of 
goods  "specified  in  detail”  within  an  outlet  so  as  to  give 
proper  representation  to  both  high  volume  and  other 
goods.  Although  the  total  number  of  price  quotes  will 
be  about  the  same,  the  number  of  specifications  priced 
nationally  will  increase  by  at  least  100%  over  the 
present  number  of  398. 

In  contrast  to  the  previous  procedure,  the  selection  of 
a  specification  within  the  outlet  will  be  via  a  multistage 
probability-proportional-to-size  procedure  based  on 
sales  data  the  respondent  provides  to  the  data  collector. 
Of  considerable  importance  is  the  increased  likelihood 
that  a  selected  item  can  be  priced  in  the  outlet  selected 
by  the  POPS  procedure.  This  will  of  course  reduce  the 
outlet  out-of-scope  rate  for  a  given  item  and  thus  lower 
substantially  the  cost  of  outlet  initiation.  The  initiation 
procedure  used  in  the  current  CPI  resulted  in  a 
substantial  loss  of  outlets  simply  because  they  do  not 
carry  the  tight  national  specification  required  for 
pricing.  This  in  turn  led  to  large-scale  substitutions  of 
outlets  and  in  effect  a  quota  sample  of  outlets.  The 
proposed  procedure  should  significantly  reduce  the 
likelihood  of  such  an  outcome. 

Housing  Sample 

An  important  component  of  the  CPI  is  the  cost  of 
housing.  As  previously  noted,  housing  accounts  for 
about  20%  of  the  total  index.  Both  conceptually  and 
operationally  it  is  convenient  to  think  of  housing  costs 
in  terms  of  those  associated  with  renter  occupied  units 
and  those  with  owner  occupied  units.  With  regatd  to 
the  latter  (i.e.,  measurement  of  housing  costs  arising 
from  homeownership)  the  Bureau  is  still  awaiting  the 
results  of  some  methods  tests  to  decide  whether  to  use 
rental  equivalency  or  a  user  cost  function.  Rental 
equivalency  means  that  owner-occupied  homes  are 
classified  by  various  characteristics  and  the  rent  charged 
for  rental  units  having  the  same  characteristics  is  used 
as  a  measure  of  the  cost  of  ownership.  Alternatively,  the 
user  cost  function  approach  considers  the  various 
components  of  ownetship  cost  (e.g.,  taxes,  insurance. 


mortgage  interest,  depreciation,  appreciation,  lost  earn¬ 
ings  on  the  capital  invested)  and  follows  the  changes  in 
each  component. 

For  the  rent  sample  portion,  initial  data  gathering 
activities  are  already  underway.  A  by-product  of  those 
data  gathering  activities  will  be  a  sampling  frame  from 
which  to  select  a  property  tax  sample. 

1 .  Rent  Sample 

A  non-POPS  item  stratum  of  interest  is  monthly 
rent.  The  initial  listing  and  screening  activities  for  the 
rent  sample  are  completed  and  a  sample  of  renter  units 
has  been  selected  and  is  currently  being  priced. 

The  approximately  21,000  renter  units  in  the  total 
sample  are  divided  into  six  monthly  samples,  which  are 
rotated  on  a  6-month  cycle.  Each  unit  is  interviewed 
once  every  6  months,  and  the  current  and  previous 
month’s  rent  are  obtained  at  a  single  time  to  provide 
data  for  a  1-month  measure  of  price  change. 

About  twice  each  year,  renter-occupied  units  will  be 
identified  from  a  sample  of  building  permits  for  new 
construction  in  permit-issuing  jurisdictions  and  via 
windshield  screening  and/or  inquiries  to  builders, 
building  supply  houses,  tax  assessors,  etc.,  in  non- 
permit-issuing  jurisdictions.  These  units  will  be  used  as 
teplacements  for  conversions,  demolitions,  etc.,  among 
the  recent  sample  units  (see  also.  Sample  Maintenance 
and  Update,  page  145). 

A  composite  estimator  which  is  a  linear  function  of  a 
1-month  and  6-month  price  relative  will  be  used  to 
provide  better  and  more  timely  estimates  of  monthly 
rent  change  than  the  current  procedure  which  uses  a  6- 
month  relative  which,  in  effect,  for  the  1-month  change 
imputes  a  value  equal  to  the  average  change  over  the 
preceding  6-month  period. 

2.  Property  Tax 

Approximately  20,000  owner-occupied  housing  units 
will  be  designated  for  the  property  tax  sample.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  sampling  frames  for  these  units  will 
be  constructed  from  (a)  the  list  of  owner-occupied  units 
compiled  during  the  rent  survey,  (b)  owner-occupied 
units  identified  from  the  sample  of  building  permits  for 
new  construction  in  permit-issuing  jurisdictions,  and 
(c)  newly  constructed  owner-occupied  units  identified 
via  windshield  screening  and/or  inquiries  to  builders, 
building  supply  houses,  tax  assessors,  etc.,  in  non- 
permit-issuing  jurisdictions.  Sample  units  will  be 
screened  about  twice  per  year,  on  the  average,  for 
property  tax  changes. 

It  is  noted  for  the  record  that  a  possible  consequence 
of  the  aforementioned  methods  tests  for  measuring 
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homeownership  costs  may  be  that  if  the  rental 
equivalency  method  is  used  for  the  homeownership 
component  of  the  CPI,  changes  in  property  tax  will  be 
measured  implicitly  rather  than  explicitly.  Should 
that  be  the  case,  the  Bureau  will  have  to  decide 
whether  or  not  to  implement  the  property  tax  sample. 

Pricing  Areas 

Prices  will  be  collected  in  85  primary  sampling 
units,  hereafter  referred  to  as  pricing  areas.  If  needed, 
the  85  area  design  can  be  expanded  via  a  known 
probability  mechanism  to  156  areas.  Of  the  85  areas, 
27  are  self  representing  and  58  are  representative  of  the 
balance  of  the  SMSA’s  and  the  remainder  of  the  U.S. 
urban  population. 

These  sample  pricing  areas  were  derived  from  a 
stratified  design  using  a  controlled  selection  procedure 
that  provided  for  the  selection  of  one  sample  area  from 
each  stratum.  The  initial  stratification  was  based  on 
such  variables  as  percent  population  increase  I960— 
1970,  major  industry,  percent  non-white  and  percent 
urban.  Major  importance  was  given  to  the  percent  of 
population  increase  or  decrease  and  controlled  selection 
was  used  to  provide  proper  geographic  spread. 

The  design  provides  for  at  least  four  pricing  areas 
within  each  of  twelve  region-city-size  classes.  More¬ 
over,  the  pricing  areas  form  natural  pairs  which  can  be 
used  for  replication  ot  collapsed  strata  in  the  variance 
calculations. 

Index  Calculation  Methodology 

Calculation  of  “the”  index  for  any  point  in  time 
involves  a  quotient  and  a  chaining  procedure.  We  put 
the  word  the  in  quotes  because  there  is  a  multiplicity  of 
different  indexes.  Best  known  is  the  national  all-items 
index,  but  indexes  will  also  be  published  for  a  large 
number  of  subaggregates  of  items  and/or  places,  e.g., 
for  food  at  home  in  large  SMSA’s  in  the  south. 
Moreover,  many  of  these  indexes  will  be  published  for 
each  CPI  family  definition. 

What  is  chained  from  one  month  to  the  next  is  a 
measure  of  estimated  total  expenditure  for  the  base- 
period  quantity  of  an  item  (at  a  fairly  low  level  of 
aggregation)  in  all  the  places  represented  by  a  particular 
PSU.  This  estimate  of  expenditure  is  called  a  cost- 
population  weight.  For  a  given  month,  the  cost- 
population  weight  for  any  combination  of  items  and 
places  is  the  sum  of  the  component  cost-population 
weights.  The  corresponding  index  is  100  times  the 
1  quotient  of  the  combined  cost-population  weight  for  the 
given  month  divided  by  the  corresponding  combined 
cost-population  weight  for  the  base  period. 


This  use  of  cost-population  weights  is  the  same  as  in 
the  past.  But  the  method  of  calculating  the  relative 
used  for  moving  a  low-level  cost-population  weight 
ftom  month  t-1  to  month  t  will  be  different  for  those 
items  where  the  POPS  is  involved.  The  procedure 
appropriate  to  the  POPS  probability  model  gives,  for 
each  of  the  two  months  t  and  t-1,  a  relative  relating 
each  month  to  the  base  petiod.  The  ratio  of  those  two 
relatives  (i.e.,  for  months  t  and  t-1)  is  then  multiplied 
by  the  cost-population  weight  for  month  t-1  to  give  the 
weight  for  month  t.  If  we  use  the  term  long-term 
change  to  denote  change  from  the  base  period  to  a 
given  month,  then  the  relatives  for  months  t  and  t-1  are 
weighted  averages  of  long-term  changes  in  the  ptices  of 
individual  store-items.  The  ratio  of  the  two  relatives  is 
not  expressible  in  terms  of  1-month  changes  in 
individual  prices. 

Variance  Estimation 

The  estimated  variance  of  the  consumer  price  index  at 
any  level  of  aggtegation  is  based  on  the  use  of  half¬ 
samples  (mostly  pairs)  of  whatever  elements  are  non¬ 
self-representing,  e.g.,  items,  outlets,  PSU’s.  To  the 
maximum  extent  feasible,  variance  calculations  will  be 
based  on  half  samples  in  balanced  sets  according  to  the 
pseudoreplication  procedure  described  by  McCarthy.® 

Quality  Measurement  Sample 

The  quality  of  CPI  sample  estimates  will  be  judged 
on  the  basis  of  the  results  of  intensive  reinterviews 
covering  previously  collected  data.  The  reinterview 
process  will  follow  the  same  survey  and  data  collection 
procedures  as  the  initial  interview,  but  reconstruction 
of  the  inputs  for  the  sample  estimates  will  be 
independent  of  the  initial  survey. 

It  is  anticipated  that  a  sample  of  items  and  outlets 
representing  approximately  15%  of  all  price  quotes  will 
be  reinterviewed  annually.  The  sample  will  be  designed 
so  as  to  encompass  all  of  the  variables  required  to 
permit  intervention  where  necessary  for  quality  control 
purposes. 

Sample  Maintenance  and  Update 

Provisions  have  been  made  for  regular  periodic 
maintenance  and  updates  of  the  samples  used  fot  the 
rent,  mortgage  interest,  and  home  ownership  com¬ 
ponents  of  the  index.  In  all  cases  probability  methods 


*  Pseudoreplication:  Further  Evaluation  and  Application  of  the 
Balanced  Half-Sample  Technique,  Philip  J.  McCarthy,  New  York 
State  School  of  Industrial  and  Labor  Relations,  NCHS,  Data 
Evaluation  and  Methods  Research.  Series  2 — No.  31- 
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will  be  used.  Steps  are  also  being  taken  to  similarly 
update  both  the  item  and  outlet  samples. 

The  procedure  for  updating  and  maintaining  the 
rent,  mortgage  interest  and  homeownership  samples 
will  involve  (1)  sampling  of  building  permits  and  block 
screening  in  non-permit-issuing  areas  within  each  of  85 
pricing  areas  and  (2)  recanvass  over  a  2-year  period,  on 
a  rotating  basis,  of  all  sample  units  in  the  sample 
segments  not  currently  eligible  in  the  rent  survey. 

The  outlet  sample  is  to  be  updated  on  a  4-year  cycle 
with  the  sample  in  one-fourth  of  the  PSU’s  being 
updated  annually.  A  Keyfitz  procedure  will  be  used  to 
maximize  the  overlap  between  outlets  in  the  old  and 
updated  sample. 


Summary 

Every  aspect  of  the  CPI  has  been  or  is  being  subjected 
to  scrutiny  and  evaluation.  Special  attention  has  been 
given  to  two  areas:  the  conceptual  framework  and  the 
associated  statistical  objectives,  strategies,  and  method¬ 
ologies.  Significant  improvements  have  been  made  ot 
are  planned  in  a  number  of  areas.  Some  of  the  more 
important  improvements  are: 

(a)  Expanded  the  1960-61  Consumer  Expenditures 
Survey  sample  from  66  to  216  PSU’s;  increased 
the  number  of  households  from  a  single  sample  of 
15,000  in  1960-61  to  two  independent  non¬ 
overlapping  samples  of  20,000  each  currently; 
and  significantly  reduced  the  number  of  recall 
errors  and  the  overall  level  of  non-response. 

(b)  Increased  the  total  number  of  pricing  areas  from 
56  to  85  and  the  number  of  non-self-representing 
areas  from  38  to  58. 

(c)  Selected  sample  market  baskets  from  four  re¬ 
gional  universe  market  baskets  rather  than  a 
single  national  universe  market  basket  and  signifi¬ 
cantly  increased  the  number  of  non-food  items  in 
the  monthly  sample. 


(d)  A  survey  of  where  people  buy  is  being  used  as  a 
basis  for  the  probability  selection  of  outlets 
supplemented,  where  necessary,  by  a  probability 
sample  from  a  universe  frame  appropriate  to  the 
specific  item;  optimization  procedures  are  being 
used  to  improve  precision  by  achieving  a  better 
balance  between  the  number  of  outlets  and 
number  of  price  quotes  collected  in  each  outlet; 
and  for  the  rent  component  a  composite  estimator 
will  use  month-to-month  change  data  as  well  as 
change  over  a  6-month  interval  to  provide  better 
and  more  timely  estimates  of  price  change. 


(e)  An  objective  probability  process  for  the  selection  'j 
of  goods  “specified  in  detail”  within  an  outlet  | 
will  give  proper  representation  of  both  high  | 
volume  and  other  goods  instead  of  simply  the  | 
“volume  seller”  goods  meeting  a  national  i 
specification.  ) 


(0  In  addition  to  the  present  index  family  definition  i 
(urban  wage  earner  and  clerical  worker  families, 
including  single  persons  living  alone),  a  second 
revised  index  will  provide  coverage  for  all  non- 
institutional  urban  consumer  units  and  rural 
nonfarm  families  living  within  Standard  Metro-  j 
politan  Statistical  Areas,  thus  expanding  index  > 
coverage  to  slightly  more  than  80%  of  the  total 
population  as  compared  to  less  than  half  the 
amount  at  present. 

(g)  Introduction  of  an  improved  error  measurement 
procedure  which  will  yield  better  estimates  of 
sampling  error  by  reflecting  the  estimation  pro-  ' 
cedure,  clustering  of  sample  outlets  within  ^ 
pricing  areas,  and  the  similarity  of  price  trends 
within  outlets  of  items  in  same  and  different 
product  groups. 

(h)  Development  of  an  ongoing  program  to  measure 

data  quality  iot  all  data  gathering  and  processing  j 
activities  associated  with  the  revised  CPI  and  to  ^ 
serve  as  a  basis  for  corrective  action  where 
indicated.  I 
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CURRENT  DEVELOPMENTS 


BLS  EMPLOYMENT  ESTIMATES  ADJUSTED  broad  industry  groupings,  adjustment  to  new  bench- 

TO  MARCH  1973  BENCHMARK  LEVEL  marks  may  result  in  a  reallocation  of  weights.  Generally 


The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  adjusted  the 
employment  estimates  from  the  establishment  payroll 
survey  to  reflect  complete  employment  counts  as  of 
March  1973-  This  adjustment,  which  affects  estimates 
from  April  197 1  forward  (and  selected  estimates  back  to 
April  1968),  is  a  basic  procedure  to  insure  the 
continuing  accuracy  of  the  estimates.  (The  last  bench¬ 
mark  reflected  employment  counts  as  of  March  1971.) 
The  new  employment  levels  were  introduced  with  the 
release  of  data  for  November  1974,  and  appeared  in  the 
December  1974  issue  of  Employment  and  Earnings. 

The  primary  sources  of  benchmark  information  are 
employment  data,  by  industry,  compiled  quarterly  by 
State  agencies  from  reports  of  establishments  covered 
under  State  unemployment  insurance  laws.  Until  1972, 
the  establishments  accounted  for  approximately  three- 
fourths  of  the  total  nonagricultural  employment. 
Federal  legislation  extended  unemployment  insurance 
coverage  to  employees  of  small  firms,  nonprofit  estab¬ 
lishments,  and  certain  other  groups  of  employees, 
effective  January  1972.  This  expanded  coverage  in 
unemployment  insurance  (UI)  increased  the  number  of 
establishments  reporting  and  raised  the  number  of 
employees  included  in  the  Ul  tabulations  to  97%. 
Because  of  the  surge  of  new  data,  many  State  agencies 
could  not  process  the  reports  in  time  for  BLS  to  derive 
benchmarks  for  March  1972.  The  longer  period  be¬ 
tween  benchmark  adjustments  and  its  improved  quality 
have  resulted  in  significantly  larger  corrections  in  the 
estimates  than  were  necessary  in  past  years. 

The  March  1973  total  nonagricultural  benchmark 
count  of  75.4  million  workers  was  1.2  million  above 
the  sample-based  estimates,  a  difference  of  1.6%. 
Relative  adjustments  for  major  divisions  ranged  from 
9-6%  in  contract  consttuction  to  0.5  in  finance, 
insurance,  and  real  estate,  and  government.  Of  the  21 
majot  groups  in  manufacturing,  17  were  revised  by  less 
than  3%.  Revisions  were  somewhat  larger  for  the  basic 
component  industries,  but  nearly  two-thirds  of  these 
differed  by  less  than  5%. 

Since  employment  estimates  are  used  as  weights  in 
compiling  hours,  earnings,  and  labor  turnover  data  for 


speaking,  the  teweighting  process  does  not  change 
average  weekly  hours  by  more  than  0. 1  hours,  average 
hourly  earnings  by  1  cent,  or  labor  turnover  by  0. 1  per 
100  rate. 

The  seasonal  adjustment  factors  for  all  industry-based 
series  have  also  been  revised  with  the  introduction  of 
new  benchmatks.  The  revisions  incorporate  data 
through  August  1974  and  affect  series  back  to  1968. 
Using  the  Census  X-11  method,  labor  turnover  esti¬ 
mates  have  been  revised  back  to  the  beginning  of  each 
series  with  “ttading  day  factors”  introduced  into  the 
adjustment.  Industry  series  previously  withheld  from 
publication  because  of  hours  and  earnings  processing 
errors  are  being  published  at  their  revised  levels 
coincident  with  the  benchmark  introduction. 

A  detailed  discussion  of  the  benchmark  adjustment, 
including  a  table  of  the  revised  seasonal  adjustment 
factors,  appears  in  the  December  1974  issue  of  Employ¬ 
ment  and  Earnings.  This  monthly  publication  is  available 
from  the  Government  Printing  Office  for  $37.20  a  year; 
single  issues  are  $3-10.  Comparable  data  for  earlier 
years  will  be  published  in  the  forthcoming  volume. 
Employment  and  Earnings,  United  States,  1909— IS, 
Bulletin  1312-10.  (KENNETH  SHIPP,  DIVISION  OF 
INDUSTRY  EMPLOYMENT  STATISTICS,  BUREAU  OF  LABOR 
STATISTICS,  telephone  (202)  961-2351.) 

EXPORT  AND  IMPORT  PRICE  INDEXES 

The  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  has  recently  issued  its 
first  quartetly  price  indexes  for  exports  and  imports. 
Indexes  will  now  be  prepared  and  released  quarterly. 
Prior  to  1974  these  indexes  wete  published  fot  June  of 
each  year.  At  present  the  indexes  cover  nearly  20%  of 
the  value  of  U.S.  exports  and  approximately  4%  of  the 
value  of  U.S.  imports. 

Indexes  on  an  annual  basis  for  established  product 
groups  were  updated  and  some  previously  published 
index  values  have  been  revised  in  the  present  release. 
Also,  new  index  series  were  added  for  both  exports  and 
imports.  Index  values  for  1964—69  are  not  included  in 
the  most  recent  release,  but  are  available  on  request  for 
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selected  categories.  A  program  is  underway  to  provide, 
expansion  to  additional  product  groups.  Indexes  for 
new  groups  will  be  included  in  the  quarterly  releases. 

Additional  information  may  be  requested  from  the 
Division  of  International  Prices,  Office  of  Prices, 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  Department  of  Labor, 
Washington,  D.C.  20212,  or  by  calling  Katrina  Reut 
(202  961-3877  (within  Government  1  10-3877). 
(Edward  E.  Murphy,  chief,  division  of  inter¬ 
national  PRICES,  OFFICE  OF  PRICES,  BUREAU  OF  LABOR 
STATISTICS,  DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR.) 

NBS  METRIC  KIT 

The  National  Bureau  of  Standards  (NBS),  U.S. 
Department  of  Commerce,  has  published  a  concise 
package  of  metric  information.  It  is  designed  for  use  by 
teachers,  students,  businessmen,  and  consumers.  The 
kit  contains; 

•  A  wallet-sized  card  that  converts  customary  units  of 
measure  into  metric  units  and  vice  versa; 

•  A  15  centimeter  (6  inch)  ruler; 

•  A  copy  of  ‘‘What  About  Metric,”  a  Commerce 
Department  publication  which  explains  in  simple 
terms  all  anyone  needs  to  know  about  using  metric  in 
daily  living; 

•  A  brief  history  of  measurement  systems  that  includes 
a  colorful  chart  explaining  metric; 

•  A  bibliography  of  metric  information  that  includes 
sources  of  metric  teaching  aides  for  educators;  and 

•  An  article  by  Richard  W.  Roberts,  NBS  Director, 
that  summarizes  where  we  stand  in  the  switch  to 
metric. 

Copies  of  the  kit  (stock  numbet  0303—01347)  may 
be  purchased  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents, 
U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402.  The  cost  is  $2  per  kit  with  a  25%  discount  for 
orders  of  100  or  more. 

COMPUTER  MANPOWER  OUTLOOK 

With  the  increasing  use  of  electronic  computers  in 
U.S.  business  and  industry,  the  need  for  reliable 
information  about  the  manpower  required  to  develop, 
program,  operate,  and  manage  computer  systems  is 
becoming  more  urgent.  A  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
study  of  computer  manpower  which  could  guide 
organizations — public  and  private — in  planning  com¬ 
puter  staffing  and  education  and  training  has  been 
published  as  CompuUr  Manpouer  Out/oo/k,  (Bulletin  1826 
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  1974).  This  bulletin 
includes  information  on  the  current  employment  and 
education  and  training  characteristics  of  computer 
occupations;  explores  the  impact  of  advancing  computer 


technology  on  computer  manpower  and  education;  and 
projects  computer  occupational  employment  require¬ 
ments  and  their  implications  for  training. 

Bulletin  1826  may  be  purchased  for  $1.20  from  the 
Bureau  Regional  Offices  or  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.  20402.  (Joseph  J.  Rooney,  division  of 

MANPOWER  AND  OCCUPATIONAL  OUTLOOK,  BUREAU  OF 
LABOR  STATISTICS,  telephone  (202)  961-2541.) 

PROFIT-SHARING  AND  MONEY  PURCHASE  PLANS 

The  Treasury  Department  has  released  Profit-Sharing 
and  Money  Purchase  Plans  Terminating  in  1972,  a  study 
of  the  characteristics  of  plans,  initiated  by  employers, 
qualified  by  the  Internal  Revenue  Service,  and  even¬ 
tually  terminated  in  1972.  The  study  reported  on 
2,003  plans  distributing  $325  million  in  assets  of  the 
funds  to  almost  71,000  participants,  with  special 
emphasis  on  plans  experiencing  losses  of  funds. 

Copies  of  the  42-page  publication  may  be  obtained 
from  the  Office  of  Tax  Analysis,  Room  4040,  Main 
Treasury  Building,  Washington,  D,C.  20220,  tele¬ 
phone  (202)  964-5282.  (Paul  Grayson,  chief, 

STATISTICAL  RESEARCH  STAFF,  STATISTICS  DIVISION, 
INTERNAL  REVENUE  SERVICE,,  telephone  (202) 
964-4907.) 

NCES  COMPUTERIZED  EDUCATION 
DATA  ACCESS  SYSTEM 

The  National  Center  for  Education  Statistics  has 
recently  inaugurated  EDSTAT  II,  a  terminal-accessed 
online  education  data  access  system.  EDSTAT  II  will 
make  available  data  on  elementary  and  secondary 
education,  postsecondary  education,  adult  and  voca¬ 
tional  education,  multi-level  libraries,  and  socio¬ 
economic  census  data. 

Currently  available  on  the  EDSTAT  II  system  are 
data  derived  from  NCES  Higher  Education  General 
Information  Survey  (HEGIS),  including  data  on  institu¬ 
tional  characteristics,  opening  fall  enrollment,  finance, 
and  eatned  degrees.  In  addition,  the  Postsecondary 
Vocational  Education  Directory  (1970-71)  provides 
information  on  general  characteristics  and  accreditation 
status  of  public  and  private  postsecondary  vocational 
and  trade  institutions. 

Planned  for  introduction  later  in  1975  are  several 
additions,  including  base-yeat  and  first-year  followup 
data  from  the  National  Longitudinal  Survey  of  High 
School  Seniors  of  1972,  adult  and  vocational  education 
data,  student  and  staff  minority  information  from  the 
Office  for  Civil  Rights,  selected  Office  of  Education 
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program  statistics,  student  information  from  Census 
Current  Population  Survey,  and  educational  data  col- 
I  lected  by  other  Federal  agencies. 

To  accelerate  the  flow  of  educational  information  to 
■  educational  policy-makers  and  researchers,  NCES  is 
preparing  to  add  information  from  newly  completed 
,  surveys  even  before  final  editing  has  been  completed, 
f  Also  planned  is  a  systematic  release  of  data  at  several 
I  stages  of  processing.  Use  of  these  incompletely  edited 
i  data  will  require  special  caution. 

[  NCES  data  files  are  also  available  on  9-track  800-  or 
I  1600-BPI  magnetic  tapes. 

’  Further  information  on  the  EDSTAT  II  on-line  data 
j  access  system  is  available  from  William  Dorfman, 
National  Center  for  Education  Statistics,  Room  3061, 

1  400  Maryland  Avenue  SW,  Washington,  D.C.  20202, 

j  telephone  (202)  245-8760.  Robert  Heintze  of  the  same 
office  will  furnish  information  on  obtaining  magnetic 
’  tape  copies  of  NCES  data  files. 

HIGHWAY  STATISTICS,  1973 

Highway  Statistics,  1973  has  been  published  by  the 
[  Federal  Highway  Administration,  U.S.  Department  of 
’  Transportation.  This  bulletin  is  the  29th  in  an  annual 
series  presenting  statistical  and  analytical  tables  of 
general  interest  on  motor  fuel,  motor  vehicles,  driver 
licensing,  highway-user  taxation.  State  and  local  high¬ 
way  financing,  road  and  street  mileage,  and  Federal-aid 
for  highways. 

I*  Highway  Statistics,  1973  (270  pages)  may  be  pur- 
j  chased  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 

Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D,C, 

'  20402,  at  $4.90  per  copy.  (ALEXANDER  FRENCH, 

j  CHIEF,  HIGHWAY  STATISTICS  DIVISION,  FEDERAL  HIGH¬ 
WAY  ADMINISTRATION,  U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  TRANS- 
)  PORTATION,  telephone  (202)  426-0180.) 

4 

1974  CENSUS  OF  AGRICULTURE 

The  enumeration  for  this  20th  nationwide  counting 
of  U.S.  agricultural  resources  is  midway  through  its 
second  month  with  the  rate  of  return  of  report  forms 
f  about  5%  ahead  of  the  rate  of  return  midway  through 
•  the  second  month  of  enumeration  for  the  1969  census  of 
agriculture.  The  enumeration  for  the  1974  census  began 
in  the  first  week  of  January  with  an  initial  mailout  of 
four  and  a  quarter  million  report  forms.  Included 
within  each  report  form  was  a  letter  from  Vincent 
Barabba,  the  Bureau  Director,  urging  the  respondent  to 
complete  and  return  the  report  form  as  soon  as  possible. 

Follow-up  action  will  be  taken  to  collect  data  from 
nonrespondents.  The  action  includes  mailing  of  as 
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many  as  five  reminder  letters  at  specified  dates  during 
the  next  5  months.  The  second  and  fourth  of  these 
mailings  will  include  copies  of  the  report  form.  The 
farm  operators  who  receive  a  particular  reminder  letter 
will  be  those  operators  who  have  not  completed  and 
returned  their  report  forms  by  a  specified  cutoff  date, 
which  occurs  approximately  1  week  before  the 
scheduled  mailout  date  of  the  reminder  letter.  Exten¬ 
sive  use  of  telephone  calls  to  non-respondents  expected 
to  have  larger  farm  operations  is  planned  as  part  of  the 
follow-up  starting  about  March  24. 

While  operators  will  be  encouraged  to  complete  and 
return  their  census  forms  as  soon  as  possible,  the  Census 
staff  will  offer  to  collect  and  transcribe  the  data 
during  the  telephone  conversation. 

The  census  enumeration  will  continue  through  June 
1975.  Publication  of  tabulated  results  will  begin  in 
November  1975  with  the  release  of  two-page  prelim¬ 
inary  county  reports.  (J.  THOMAS  BreEN,  CENSUS 
BUREAU,  telephone  (301)  763-5230.) 


RECENT  NSF  REPORTS 

The  National  Science  Foundation  has  published,  in 
advance  of  the  final  analytical  reports,  volumes  of  "De¬ 
tailed  Statistical  Tables”  of  Graduate  Science  Education: 
Student  Support  and  Postdoct orals.  Fall  1973  (NSF  74- 
-318-A);  Federal  Funds  for  Research,  Development,  and 
Other  Scientific  Activities,  Fiscal  Years  1973,  1974,  and 
1973,  Vol.  XXIII  (NSF  74-320-A);  Manpower  Re¬ 
sources  for  Scientific  Activities  at  Universities  and  Colleges, 
January  1974  (NSF  75-300-A). 

Also  available  are  two  Science  Resources  Studies  High¬ 
lights:  “20-Percent  Increase  in  Energy  Activity  Paces 
Industrial  R&D  Spending  in  1973”  (NSF  74—319)  re¬ 
ports  on  the  1973  survey  of  industrial  research  and  de¬ 
velopment.  The  data  are  shown  by  industry,  source  of 
funds,  character  of  the  work  performed,  and  net  sales. 
Also  included  is  a  brief  analysis  of  energy  R&D  spend¬ 
ing  by  industry  and  primary  energy  source.  Some  man¬ 
power  data  are  also  shown. 

“Graduate  Enrollment  Up  in  Biological  Sciences, 
Fall  1974”  (NSF  74-321)  reports  on  a  quick  response 
survey  of  a  sample  of  science  and  engineering  graduate 
departments  in  institutions  awarding  the  Ph.D.  de¬ 
gree. 

The  sample  was  designed  to  identify  large  year-to- 
year  changes  in  the  enrollment  statistics,  which  are 
shown  by  broad  area  of  science  and  engineering. 

The  volumes  of  “Detailed  Statistical  Tables”  and  the 
Highlights  series  are  available  gratis  upon  request  from 
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the  Central  Processing  Section,  National  Science  Foun¬ 
dation,  1800  G  Street,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C. 
20550  (telephone,  (202)  632-4282.) 

An  Analysis  of  Federal  R&D  Funding  by  Function,  Fiscal 
Years  1969-1975  (NSF  74-313)  is  the  fourth  report 
in  an  annual  series  designed  to  provide  a  system  by 
which  Federal  R&D  priorities  can  be  measured  from 
year  to  year.  Federal  R&D  programs  are  grouped  ac¬ 
cording  to  function,  and  trends  in  funding  are  com¬ 
pared  and  analyzed  over  a  timespan. 

Preliminary  data  were  released  in  Science  Resources 
Studies  Flighlights,  “Federal  R&D  Priorities  Shifted  in 
FY  1975”  (NSF  74-310),  August  19,  1974. 

The  final  report.  Research  and  Development  in  Industry, 
1972  (NSF  74—312),  is  now  available.  This  study  pro¬ 
vides  statistics  on  industrial  research  and  development 
by  source  of  financing,  character  of  work  and  geog¬ 
raphic  distribution.  Data  on  basic  research  are  pre¬ 
sented  by  field  of  science;  details  on  applied  research 
and  development  are  shown  by  product  field.  The  re¬ 
port  also  contains  information  on  the  number  of 
employed  industrial  R&D  scientists  and  engineers  as  of 
January  1973- 

A  preliminary  report  on  the  1972  industrial  R&D 
survey  entitled  “Industrial  Research  and  Development 
Approaches  $20  Billion  in  1972”  (NSF  73—317)  was 
published  in  the  Science  Resources  Studies  Flighlights 
series,  December  31,  1973- 

Copies  of  these  two  reports  are  available  from  the 
Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government 
Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402  for  $2.25 
and  $2.05,  respectively.  (CHARLES  E.  Falk,  DIRECTOR, 
DIVISION  OF  SCIENCE  RESOURCES  STUDIES,  NATIONAL 
SCIENCE  FOUNDATION,  telephone  (202)  282-7714.) 


EXPANSION  OF  SELECTED 
SERVICES  RECEIPTS  REPORT 

Effective  with  the  December  1974  edition,  the 
Bureau  of  the  Census  expanded  the  detail  provided  in  the 
Monthly  Selected  Services  Receipts  Report  to  contain 
both  adjusted  and  unadjusted  dollar  volume  estimates 
and  trends  between  comparable  periods  for  the  following 
kinds  of  business:  advertising  agencies;  barber  shops; 
beauty  shops;  and  hotels,  motels,  and  tourist  courts.  In 
addition,  these  data  are  shown  for  the  following  kind  of 
business  groups;  advertising;  automobile  repair  shops; 
and  laundries,  laundry  service  and  cleaning  and  dyeing 
plants. 

The  monthly  publication  provides  adjusted  and  unad¬ 
justed  estimates  of  receipts  and  trends  between  compar¬ 


able  periods  for  major  groups  classified  in  the  selected 
service  industries  (1967  SIC’s  70  through  79  except  for 
702  and  704).  These  estimates  are  derived  from  data 
obtained  from  a  monthly  panel  of  about  4600  service 
establishments,  firms  or  organizations. 

The  December  1974  publication  is  scheduled  for  re¬ 
lease  on  or  about  February  12,  1975.  (EDWARD  GUT- 
BROD,  BUSINESS  DIVISION,  BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS,  tele¬ 
phone  (301)  763-7077.) 


HOUSEHOLD-SECTOR  ECONOMIC  ACCOUNTS 

A  complete  set  of  economic  accounts  for  the  house¬ 
hold  sector  of  the  economy  would  privide  an  internally 
consistent  statistical  framework  for  use  in  the  analysis  of 
nonfinancial  and  financial  behavior  of  the  household 
sector.  Such  a  set  of  household-sector  economic  accounts 
is  not  readily  available.  Moreover,  an  analyst  of  con¬ 
sumer  finances  who  is  not  also  an  expert  in  the  field  of 
social  accounting  may  be  unable  to  make  optimal  use  of 
the  partial  systems  that  do  exist,  to  move  with  facility 
among  component  accounts  prepared  by  different 
sources,  or  to  construct  missing  components.  These  fac¬ 
tors  hinder  the  systematic  and  complete  analysis  of 
household  behavior. 

A  recent  Federal  Reserve  study  provides  an  exposi¬ 
tion,  integration,  and  critique  of  household-sector 
economic  accounts  for  the  United  States.  It  is  designed 
primarily  as  a  guide  to  the  use  of  presently  existing 
accounts  for  the  analysis  of  consumer  finances  and  in 
addition  it  includes  some  components  not  treated  in  the 
existing  accounts.  It  is  made  up  of  flow,  stock,  and 
revaluation  accounts,  with  the  flow  accounts  subdivided 
into  current  and  capital  categories.  The  revaluation  ac¬ 
count  contains  accrued  net  capital  gains  reflecting 
changes  in  levels  of  stocks  not  attributable  to  transac¬ 
tions  or  depreciation.  The  complete  system  of  accounts 
has  been  designed  to  facilitate  integrated  analysis  of 
household  production,  income  receipt  and  redistribu¬ 
tion,  consumption,  and  net  investment — both  financial 
and  tangible. 

The  relevance  of  currently  used  concepts  for  various 
types  of  analyses  of  household  behavior  is  explored  in 
this  study  and  sets  of  adjustments  for  certain  purposes 
are  suggested.  Furthermore,  problems  of  integration  of 
subaccounts  from  different  sources — owing,  for  exam¬ 
ple,  to  difference  in  sector  or  transaction  structure — are 
discussed,  and  the  accuracy  of  residually-determined 
household-sector  estimates  is  questioned.  (DavID  SeiD- 
ERS,  DIVISION  OF  RESEARCH  AND  STATISTICS,  BOARD  OF 
GOVERNORS  OF  THE  FEDERAL  RESERVE  SYSTEM,  tele¬ 
phone  (202)  452-3179.) 
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PURPOSES  AND  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE 
FEDERAL  RESERVE  SYSTEM 

A  completely  rewritten  edition  of  The  Federal  Reserve 
System — Purposes  and  Functions,  was  published  by  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve  System  this 
Fall.  This  sixth  edition  has  attempted  to  present  a  con¬ 
cise,  updated  account  of  the  responsibilities  and  operat¬ 
ing  techniques  of  the  Federal  Reserve  in  the  areas  of 
monetary  policy,  banking  and  financial  regulation,  and 
international  finance.  While  primarily  a  handbook  of 
operations,  the  revised  book  also  includes  some  descrip¬ 
tion  of  economic  relationships,  market  structure,  and 
the  theoretical  underpinnings  of  central  banking,  and 
thus  provides  the  general  reader  with  a  better  under¬ 
standing  of  the  role  of  the  Federal  Reserve  in  the  Na¬ 
tion’s  economic  and  financial  system.  (ELIZABETH  B. 
Sette,  division  of  research  and  statistics,  board 

)  OF  GOVERNORS  OF  THE  FEDERAL  RESERVE  SYS- 
I  TEM,  telephone  (202)  452-3567.) 


PAPERWORK  BURDEN 
OF  FEDERAL  REPORTING  DECLINES 

I  Americans  are  spending  less  time  filling  out  fewer 
»  responses  to  a  smaller  number  of  reports  to  Federal 
agencies,  according  to  the  records  maintained  in  the 
Office  of  Management  and  Budget’s  Clearance  Office. 

Between  December  31,  1973  and  December  31, 
1974  the  number  of  repetitive  reports  declined  a  little 
over  3%,  the  number  of  responses  declined  just  over 
4%,  and  the  estimated  burden  of  replying  to  Federal 
I  requests  for  information  was  down  almost  28%.  Most 
]  of  the  decrease  was  the  result  of  the  termination  of  the 
Cost  of  Living  Council  (13  reports,  30.9  million  man- 
■  hours),  and  changes  in  the  reporting  requirements  for 
I  ongoing  agencies  accounted  for  another  15.4  million 
man-hour  reduction  in  reporting  burden.  A  summary  of 
'  the  changes  occuring  during  1974  follows: 


Sumher  MilUtom 


Rfftifts 

Rtipomti 

Man-hour 

hurdtn 

Repetitive  reports  in  OMB  inven¬ 
tory,  December  31,  1973 . 

5,312 

434.5 

167.9 

New  reports  approved  . 

+  589 

+  13.6 

Revisions  in  existing  reports . 

-  11 

-12.0 

Reports  discontinued . 

-753 

-47.9 

Repetitive  reports  in  OMB  inven¬ 
tory  December  31,  1974  . 

5,137 

416.0 

121.6 

Net  decrease  for  year . 

-175 

-18.5 

-46.3 

In  addition  to  the  reports  approved  or  discon¬ 
tinued,  84  requests  to  collect  information  from  the 
public  were  disapproved  by  the  Director  xjf  OMB  or 
were  withdrawn  by  the  requesting  agency. 


OMB  records  include  only  those  reports  which  are 
subject  to  the  Federal  Reports  Act  and  to  OMB’s 
clearance  procedures.  Important  Federal  sources  of 
public  reporting  burden  such  as  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service  and  certain  other  parts  of  the  Treasury  De¬ 
partment,  bank  supervisory  agencies,  and  independent 
regulatory  commissions,  are  not  included.  (ROYE  L. 
Lowry,  statistical  policy  division,  office  of 
MANAGEMENT  AND  BUDGET,  Telephone  (202)  395- 
3772.) 


THE  SUPPLEMENTAL 
SECURITY  INCOME  PROGRAM 

Early  in  January,  the  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics 
of  the  Social  Security  Administration  released  a  staff 
paper  on  the  supplemental  security  income  (SSI)  prog¬ 
ram  for  the  aged,  blind,  and  disabled.  SSI  is  the  Federal 
program  that,  beginning  in  January  1974,  replaced  the 
Federal-State  programs  of  old-age  assistance,  aid  to  the 
blind,  and  aid  to  the  petmanently  and  totally  disabled. 

Entitled  The  Supplemental  Security  Income  Program  for 
the  Aged,  Blind,  and  Disabled,  the  new  publication  pre¬ 
sents  four  papers  adapted  from  presentations  to  the  26th 
annual  meeting  of  the  Gerontological  Society  (Ameri¬ 
can).  Each  looks  at  the  SSI  program,  particularly  at 
provisions  for  the  elderly,  from  a  different  viewpoint. 
The  first,  “Eederalization  ofOld-Age  Assistance:  Poten¬ 
tial  Impact  on  the  Aged  Poor”  (by  Malcolm  H.  Morri¬ 
son),  describes  SSI  in  general  and  its  possible  effects  on 
recipients.  The  second,  “Federal  Welfare  Reform  and 
the  Economic  Status  of  the  Aged  Poor”  (by  Mollie  Or- 
shansky),  discusses  in  detail,  using  poverty  statistics, 
SSI’s  possible  consequences  for  the  low-income  elderly 
men  and  women  it  is  meant  to  serve.  The  third,  “Federal 
Welfare  Reform  and  Retirement  Expectations”  (by  Lola 
Irelan),  presents  data  from  the  SSA  Retirement  History 
Survey  pertinent  to  SSI  recipients.  The  fourth,  “The 
Survey  of  Low  Income  Aged  and  Disabled  Persons:  An 
Introduction”  (by  Thomas  Tissue),  describes  an  SSI  re¬ 
search  study  in  progress  aimed  at  comparatively  analyz¬ 
ing  SSI  recipients  before  and  after  the  program  began. 


Single  copies  of  The  Supplemental  Security  Income  Pro¬ 
gram  for  the  Aged,  Blind,  and  Disabled  (Stiff  PzjpttfAo.  17 
DHEW  Publication  No.  (SSA)  75- 1  185  1)  are  available 
from  the  Publications  Staff,  Office  of  Research  and 
Statistics,  Social  Security  Administration,  Room  1120 
Universal  North  Building,  1875  Connecticut  Avenue, 
N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20009  (telephone  (202) 
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382—326 1 .)  The  report  is  on  public  sale  by  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Of¬ 
fice,  Washington,  D.C.  20402  for  $1.10.  Order  by 
GPO  Stock  Number  1770-00251.  (ROBERT  ROBIN¬ 
SON,  CHIEF,  PUBLICATIONS  STAFF,  OFFICE  OF  RESEARCH 
AND  STATISTICS,  SOCIAL  SECURITY  ADMINISTRATION.) 

TWO  NEW  SOCIAL  SECURITY 
BULLETIN  REPORTS 

The  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics  in  the  Social 
Security  Administration  has  announced  the  availability 
of  two  new  reports  which  appeared  in  the  December 
1974  Social  Security  Bulletin: 

‘‘HIP  Incentive  Reimbursement  Experiment;  Utili¬ 
zation  and  Costs  of  Medical  Care,  1969  and  1970”  (by 
Ellen  W.  Jones,  Paul  M.  Densen,  Isidore  Altman,  Sam 
Shapiro,  and  Howard  West).  The  Health  Insurance  Plan 
(HIP)  of  Greater  New  York  under  contract  with  SSA 
carried  out  a  3-year  experiment  (1970—72)  with  finan¬ 
cial  incentives  to  reduce  the  total  cost  of  care  for  its 
Medicare  enrollment  and  to  maintain  or  improve  the 
standards  of  care.  In  evaluating  the  experiment,  a  study 
was  made  of  utilization  and  reimbursed  charges  for 
Medicare-covered  services  in  the  year  before  the  services 
and  in  the  experiment  years.  The  study  compares  the 
HIP  Medicare  beneficiaries  and  a  5%  sample  of  Medicare 
beneficiaries  in  the  same  area  but  not  enrolled  in  HIP. 
The  article  presents  data  on  characteristics  of  the  study 
populations  and  utilization  and  charges  for  1969  and 
1970.  The  objective  of  cost  containment  was  apparently 
reached  in  the  experiment‘s  first  year.  Total  reimbursed 
per  capita  charges  in  1970  for  HIP  beneficiaries  (includ¬ 
ing  the  capitation  payment  to  HIP  for  Medicare-covered 
services)  declined  1%  from  the  1969  figures,  as  reim¬ 
bursed  non-HIP  charges  rose  8%. 

‘‘Pension  Reform  Legislation  of  1974”  (by  Alfred  M. 
Skolnik)  Social  Security  Bulletin,  December  1974). 
Practically  every  private  pension  and  welfare  plan  in  the 
country  is  affected  by  the  new  comprehensive  pension 
reform  legislation  enacted  this  past  September.  Pension 
plans  must  now  conform  to  minimum  standards  de¬ 
signed  to  provide  greater  assurance  that  workers  will 
receive  the  benefits  due  them.  An  insurance  system  has 
been  instituted  to  protect  workers  in  plans  that  termi¬ 
nate.  Both  pension  and  welfare  plans  have  new  report¬ 
ing,  disclosure,  and  fiduciary  responsibilities.  Non- 
covered  workers  and  self-employed  persons  are  encour¬ 
aged  through  tax  incentives  to  set  up  their  own  retire¬ 
ment  plans.  A  variety  of  other  provisions  touch  upon 
almost  every  aspect  of  pension  funding  and  administra¬ 
tion.  This  article  summarizes  the  major  features  of  the 
new  law  as  they  apply  generally.  The  many  complex 


provisions  and  detailed  formulas  incorporated  in  the  law 
to  meet  the  special  situations  that  abound  in  the  pension 
field  are  not  treated  here. 

Single  copies  of  the  above  publications  are  available 
for  official  use  from  the  Publications  Staff,  Office  of 
Research  and  Statistics,  Social  Security  Administration, 
Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  Room 
1  120,  1875  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20009.  (Robert  E.  Robinson,  chief,  publica¬ 
tions  STAFF,  ORS,  SOCIAL  SECURITY  ADMINISTRATION, 
telephone  (202)  382-3261.) 


CORPORATION  INCOME  TAX  RETURNS 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has  recently  released  the 
Preliminary  Report,  Statistics  of  Income — 1972.  Corpora¬ 
tion  Income  Tax  Returns  with  accounting  periods  ended 
July  1972  through  June  1973-  This  report  includes  the 
annual  corporation  estimates  providing  information 
about  assets,  receipts,  deductions,  profits,  income  tax 
liability,  tax  credits,  and  distributions  to  stockholders. 
The  information  is  classified  by  industry  and,  to  a  lesser 
extent,  by  size  of  total  assets. 

The  estimates  were  based  on  approximately  969?  of 
the  returns  included  in  the  regular  Statistics  of  Income 
sample.  More  detailed  information  from  income  and 
balance  sheet  statements,  based  on  the  full  sample  of 
returns,  will  be  available  in  the  complete  report  for  1972 
which  is  now  in  preparation. 

Copies  ot  the  20-page  Preliminary  Report.  Statistics  of 
Income — 1972,  Corporation  Income  Tax  Returns,  may  be 
obtained  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S. 
Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C. 
20402,  for  60  cents.  (JOEL  R.  STUBBS.  CHIEF,  CORPORA¬ 
TION  STATISTICS  STAFF,  STATISTICS  DIVISION,  INTERNAL 
REVENUE  SERVICE,  telephone  (202)  964-4518.) 

ADVANCE  STATISTICS  ON 
CHARACTERISTICS  OF  VOTERS 

The  Bureau  of  the  Census  has  released  a  report  on  the 
changes  in  the  proportion  of  persons  who  registered  and 
voted  in  the  November  5,  1974  Congressional  election. 
These  data  were  based  on  a  supplement  to  the  November 
Current  Population  Survey  conducted  by  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census  and  relate  to  the  civilian  noninstitutional 
population. 

The  report  shows  that  45%  of  persons  1 8  years  old  and 
over  reported  that  they  had  voted  in  the  1974  Congres¬ 
sional  election.  The  participation  rate  was  about  10 
percentage  points  lower  than  the  Congressional  election 
in  1970  and  about  18  percentage  points  lower  than  the 
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Presidential  election  in  1972.  The  voter  participation 
rate  for  blacks  was  34%,  and  the  rate  for  persons  of 
Spanish  origin  was  23%. 

The  report  also  presents  information  on  the  registra¬ 
tion  levels  of  the  population  by  age,  sex,  and  race  and 
j  shows  data  on  the  reported  reasons  for  not  voting  and 
registering.  About  20%  of  the  population  (29  million 
persons)  reported  that  they  did  not  register  or  vote 
because  they  were  not  interested,  disliked  politics,  or 
some  similar  reason.  About  2  1  million  persons  reported 
that  they  did  not  register  or  vote  because  of  barriers  such 
as  citizenship,  transportation,  physical  disability,  or 
residence  requirements. 

Copies  of  “Voter  Participation  in  November  1974 
(Advance  Report)”  Current  Population  Reports.  Series 
I  P-2(),  No.  275  (6  pp.,  45  cents)  can  be  obtained  from 
1  the  Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government 
j  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402.  (Larry  E. 

\  SUTER,  POPULATION  DIVISION,  BUREAU  OF  THE  CENSUS, 
telephone  (301)  763-5050.) 

COST  AND  BENEFIT  INCIDENCE  OF 
j  GOVERNMENT  MEDICAL  CARE  PROGRAMS 

;  The  Social  Security  Administration  has  released  a  staff 
paper  examining  1  1  government  health  programs — 
including  Medicare,  public  assistance,  general  hospital 
and  medical  care,  maternal  and  child  health,  and  medi¬ 
cal  vocational  rehabilitation — according  to  who  ulti¬ 
mately  pays  for  these  programs  and  who  receives  their 
benefits.  The  report  is  entitled  Comparison  of  Cost  and 
Benefit  Incidence  of  Government  Medical  Care  Programs— 
Fiscal  Years  1966  and  1969-  The  authors,  Barbara  S. 
Cooper  and  Nancy  L.  Worthington,  present  data  by 
State  and  discuss  each  program,  emphasizing  its  impact 
in  terms  of  State  per  capita  income  level. 

The  report  shows  that,  on  the  whole,  for  programs 
4  financed  mainly  from  Federal  general  revenues,  the 
share  of  costs  borne  by  States  in  which  per  capita  per¬ 
sonal  income  was  greatest  was  larger;  for  programs  fi¬ 
nanced  for  the  most  part  from  State  or  ItKal  general 
revenues,  the  cost  burden  was  relatively  greater  on  the 
I  lower  income  States. 

Single  copies  oiComparison  of  Cost  and  Benefit  Incidence 
nf  Government  Medical  Care  Programs — Fiscal  Years  1 966 
and  1969  (Staff  Paper  No.  18,  DHEW  Publication  No. 
(SSA)  75—1  1852)  are  available  for  official  use  from  the 
Publications  Staff,  Office  of  Research  and  Statistics, 
Social  Security  Administration,  Room  1  120  Universal 
^  North  Building,  1875  Connecticut  Avenue,  N.W., 
I  Washington,  D.C.  20009  (telephone  (202)  382-326 1 .) 
I  The  report  is  also  for  sale  for  $1.65  by  the  Superinten¬ 


dent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office, 
Washington,  D.C.  20402.  Order  by  GPO  Stock 
Number  177()-()()252.  (ROBERT  ROBINSON,  CHIEF, 
PUBLICATIONS  STAFF,  OFFICE  OF  RESEARCH  AND  STATIS¬ 
TICS,  SOCIAL  SECURITY  ADMINISTRATION.) 


SOCIAL  SECURITY  ADMINISTRATION  RELEASES 
FIRST  THREE  REPORTS  OF  NEW  SERIES 

The  first  three  reports  of  a  new'  sttws.  Studies  in  Income 
Distribution ,  published  by  the  Office  of  Research  and 
Statistics,  Social  Security  Administration,  were  released 
in  January.  The  series  presents  information  on  the  dis¬ 
tribution  of  income,  taxes,  and  transfer  payments 
among  consumer  units.  These  analyses  will  center  on: 
short-term  projections  of  the  March  Current  Population 
Survey  (CPS)  estimates  under  alternative  assumptions 
about  population  growth  and  marriage  rates;  changes  in 
the  distribution  of  income  following  changes  in  the 
tax-transfer  system;  and  evaluations  of  the  quality  of 
income  and  demographic  data  reported  by  CPS. 

Study  No.  1,  Projection  of  March  Current  Population 
Survey:  Population  Earnings,  and  Property  Income.  March 
1972  to  March  1976,  presents  methods  of  defining  and 
projecting  a  concept  of  consumer  unit  appropriate  for 
analyses  of  changes  in  the  tax-transfer  system.  The  popu¬ 
lation  of  persons  covered  by  the  March  supplements  to 
the  Current  Population  Surveys  is  organized  into  simu¬ 
lated  tax  and  transfet  system  (STATS)  units  and  results 
are  shown  for  several  years.  The  number  of  STATS  units 
is  projected  to  March  1976  on  the  basis  of  demographic 
information  in  the  March  1972  Current  Population  Sur¬ 
vey  and  Census  Bureau  projections  of  the  total  popula¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States  by  sex  and  age.  Earnings, 
interest,  dividends,  and  rents  are  projected  to  calendar 
year  1975  on  the  basis  of  receipt  of  such  income  shown 
by  the  projected  population  of  STATS  units  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  aggregate  amount  of  such  income  ftom  the 
Data  Resources  Inc.  "control”  projections  of  the  U.S. 
economy.  The  authors  are  Dorothy  S.  Projector,  MaryT. 
Millea,  Kenneth  M.  Dymond,  and  Mary  P.  Johnston. 

Study  No.  2,  A  Structure  of  Payroll  Tax  Relief  Propo¬ 
sals,  presents  a  structure  for  analyzing  payroll  tax  relief 
proposals.  The  negative  income  tax  format  is  used  as  a 
point  of  departure.  From  this  point  the  paper  proceeds  to 
develop  a  general  framework  for  understanding  plans 
which  provide  relief  for  low-income  earners  from  payroll 
tax  liability,  as  the  tax  statute  presently  stands  (financ¬ 
ing  matters  are  not  discussed  but  are  the  subject  of  a 
future  paper  which  will  include  empirical  estimates  of 
alternatives).  In  addition,  it  is  shown  that  this  general 
framework  includes  plans  which  provide  relief  by  rede- 
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signing  the  payroll  tax  into  a  statutory  progressive 
(graduated)  rate  system.  The  final  section  of  the  paper 
show  how'  self-financing  plans  fit  into  the  general 
framework.  The  entire  discussion  is  limited  to  features 
of  the  tax-transfer  system  and  ignores  economic  behavior 
relations  such  as  labor  supply  response.  The  authors  are 
Ronald  Hoffman  and  David  Podoff. 

Study  No.  3,  Payroll  Tax  Relief  and  Its  Distribution  in 
the  Population — Method  of  Estimation  and  Results  for  1975 . 
presents  methods  of  estimating  aggregate  payroll  tax 
relief  and  its  distribution  in  the  population  and  results 
for  three  relief  plans  are  presented.  Units  of  account 
are  defined  on  the  March  supplement  to  the  Current 
Population  Survey  and,  for  each  unit  of  account,  payroll 
tax  liability  before  introduction  of  the  relief  plan  is 
estimated.  The  amount  of  relief  for  each  unit  of  ac¬ 
count  is  the  difference  between  the  amount  of  payroll  tax 
liability  subject  to  relief  and  an  offset  tax.  Under  a  given 
relief  plan,  the  amount  of  liability  subject  to  relief  and 
the  offset  tax  depends  on  the  earnings  of  and  number  of 
persons  in  the  unit  of  account.  Thus  for  a  given  relief 
plan  the  aggregate  amount  of  relief  and  its  distribution 
in  the  population  depend  on  the  number  of  units  of 
account  of  various  sizes  and  on  their  distribution  by 
amount  of  tax  liability  and  earnings.  The  authors  are 
Dorothy  S.  Projector,  David  Podoff,  and  Mary  P. 
Johnston. 

Single  copies  of  Projection  of  March  Current  Population 
Survey  {Studies  in  Income  Distribution  No.  1,  DHEW  Pub¬ 
lication  (SSA)  75—1  1776),  A  Structure  for  Payroll  Tax 
Relief  Proposals  (Studies  in  Income  Distribution  No.  2, 
DHEW  Publication  (SSA)  75-1  1776)  and  ofPrfyro//r^x 
Relief  and  its  Distribution  in  the  Population — Method  of 
estimation  and  results  for  1975  (Studies  of  Income  Distribu¬ 
tion  No.  3,  DHEW  Publication  (SSA)  75—1  1776),  are 
available  from  the  Publications  Staff,  Office  of  Research 
and  Statistics,  Social  Security  Administration,  Room 
1 120  Universal  North  Building,  1875  Connecticut  Av¬ 
enue,  N.W.,  Washington,  D.C.  20009  (telephone 
(202)  382-3261).  Individuals  desiring  future  releases  in 
the  Studies  in  Income  Distribution  series  should  forward 
requests  to  the  above  address.  (ROBERT  ROBINSON, 
CHIEF,  PUBLICATIONS  STAFF,  OFFICE  OF  RESEARCH  AND 
STATISTICS,  SOCIAL  SECURITY  ADMINISTRATION.) 

BANK  BORROWING  IN 
IMMEDIATELY  AVAILABLE  FUNDS 

The  Federal  Reserve,  in  a  special  singletime  survey 
conducted  for  the  week  ended  April  24,  1974,  collected 
data  on  the  borrowing  in  immediately  available  funds 
(“Federal  funds”)  by  45  large  money  market  banks.  The 
survey  yielded  previously  unavailable  information  on 
the  composition  of  such  borrowing  with  respect  to  (1) 


form  of  transaction  (that  is,  repurchase  agreements 
against  U.S.  Government  or  agency  securities,  or  other 
forms),  (2)  maturity  of  loans,  and  (  3)  type  of  institution 
making  the  loan.  In  addition,  figures  on  commitments 
to  borrow  Federal  funds  in  the  future  were  obtained  for 
the  sample  banks. 

Aggregate  data  from  the  survey  may  be  obtained  on 


request  from  the  Banking  Section,  Division  of  Research 
and  Statistics,  Board  of  Governors  of  the  Federal  Reserve 
System,  Washington,  D.C.  2055  1.  (MICHAEL  PRELL, 
DIVISION  OF  RESEARCH  AND  STATISTICS,  BOARD  OF  GOV¬ 
ERNORS  OF  THE  FEDERAL  RESERVE  SYSTEM,  telephone 
(202)  452-2482.) 

WISCONSIN  STATISTICAL  ABSTRACT 

The  Management  information  Systems  Unit  of  the 
State  Bureau  of  Planning  and  Budget,  Wisconsin  De¬ 
partment  of  Administration,  has  recently  published  the 
third  edition  of  the  Wisconsin  Statistical  Abstract.  The 
1974  edition  contains  2  15  pages  of  statistical  data  about 
Wisconsin.  The  information  is  presented  in  153  tables 
and  64  graphics  arranged  into  13  social,  economic,  en¬ 
vironmental  and  political  categories. 

Material  included  provides  information  about  current 
trends  in  Wisconsin  with  geographic  detail  for  counties, 
for  the  state,  and  for  other  states  in  the  North  Central 
region.  The  document’s  purpose  is  to  bring  together  a 
number  of  available  statistics  on  Wisconsin  into  one, 
handy  document  in  an  effort  to  provide  useful  informa¬ 
tion  to  persons  who  wish  to  know  the  facts  about  Wis¬ 
consin. 

The  Wisconsin  Statistical  Abstract  may  be  obtained 
from  Document  Sales,  202  South  Thornton  Avenue, 
Madison,  Wisconsin  53702,  for  $4.00  a  copy.  (ROBERT 
K.  Naylor,  STATE  bureauof  planning  and  budget, 
STATE  OF  WISCONSIN,  telephone  (608)  266-2440.) 
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1974  HAWAII  DATA  BOOK 

The  1974  State  of  Hawaii  Data  Book:  A  Statistical 
Abstract  has  recently  been  published.  The  State  Data 
Book  was  first  issued  in  1967  and  has  been  issued  annu¬ 
ally  ever  since  by  the  Department  of  Planning. 

Copies  of  the  1974  edition  are  now  available  at  $4 
each  at  the  department’s  Information  Office,  7th  Floor, 
Kamamalu  Building,  250  South  King  Street,  Hon¬ 
olulu,  Hawaii  96813-  Beyond  Hawaii  the  price  is  $5, 
air  postpaid. 

The  1974  edition  contains  306  pages,  compared  to 
290  in  1973.  It  is  divided  into  23  sections,  with  easy- 
to-read  narrative  introductions.  Subjects  include  popu¬ 
lation,  vital  statistics  and  health,  land  use  and  owner- 
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ship,  recreation  and  tourism,  construction  and  hous¬ 
ing,  transportation,  prices,  and  education.  A  new  sec¬ 
tion  detailing  foreign  and  interstate  commerce  in  the 
Islands  has  been  added. 

There  are  291  tables  in  the  1974  book,  30  more  than 
in  the  previous  edition.  The  book’s  cross-index  of  sub¬ 
jects  has  more  than  700  listings. 


A  number  of  the  statistical  tables  provide  historical 
data  as  well  as  the  latest  available  figures.  Population 
estimates  are  provided  from  the  year  British  Captain 
James  Cook  landed  in  the  Islands  in  1778.  Footnotes 
and  a  bibliography  provide  extensive  information  on 
data  sources.  (SHELLEY  M.  Mark,  DIRECTOR,  STATE 
DEPARTMENT  OF  PLANNING  AND  ECONOMIC  DEVELOP¬ 
MENT.) 


SCHEDULE  OF  RELEASE  DATES  FOR 
PRINCIPAL  FEDERAL  ECONOMIC  INDICATORS 


Release  dates  scheduled  by  agencies  responsible  for 
the  principal  economic  indicators  of  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment  are  given  below.  These  are  target  dates  that  will  be 
met  in  the  majority  of  cases.  Occasionally  agencies  may 
he  able  to  release  data  a  day  or  so  earlier  or  may  be 
forced  by  unavoidable  compilation  problems  to  release  a 
report  one  or  more  days  later. 

A  similar  schedule  will  be  shown  here  each  month 


1975 

covering  release  dates  for  the  following  month.  The 
indicators  are  identified  by  the  title  of  the  releases  in 
which  they  are  included;  the  source  agency;  the  release  iden¬ 
tification  number  where  applicable;  and  the  Business  Con¬ 
ditions  Digest  series  numbers  for  all  BCD  series  in¬ 
cluded,  shown  in  parentheses.  Release  date  information 
for  additional  series  can  be  found  in  publications  of 
the  sponsoring  agencies. 


(Any  inquiries  about  these  series  should  be  directed  to  the  issuing  agency.) 


DAIt 

April  1 
1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

4 

7 

8 


Sl^JECT  DATA  FOR 

Construrtion  Expenditures  (Press  release).  Census, 

C-30  (69)  . February 

Manufacturers’  Shipments,  Inventories,  and  Orders, 

Census,  M3- 1(20,  65,  852) . February 

CorKdition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  Federal 

Reserve  Board  (FRB),  H.4.2  (72) . Week  Ending  March  26 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102,  103) . Week  Ending  March  26 

Faaors  Affeaing  Bank  Reserves  arvd  Condition  Statement  of 

F^ral  Reserve  Banks,  FRB,  H.4. 1  (93) . Week  Ending  April  2 

Consumer  Credit,  FRB,  G.  19  (66,  113)  . February 

U.S.  Government  Security  Yields  and  Prices, 

FRB,  G.  14  (114)  . March 

Manufacturers’  Export  Sales  arxl  Orders,  Census,  M4-A  (506)  . February 

Wholesale  Price  Index,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  (BLS), 

(55,  58,  750,  751,  752) . March 


The  Employment  Situation,  BLS, 

(1,  21,  40,  41,  42  43,  44,  740,  841-848) . 

Monthly  Wholesale  Trade  (Press  release).  Census,  BW 
Retail  Trade  Report  (Press  release).  Census,  (54)  .... 


March  7975 


.  .March 
February 
February 
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DATE 


SI:BJE(.T 


DATA  FOR 


April  9 

10 

10 

10 

14 

14 

15 

16 
16 

17 

17 

17 

17 

18 
18 
21 

22 

22 

23 

23 

23 

24 
24 

24 

25 
25 
25 
25 
28 


29 


.30 

.30 

.30 


Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.2 

(72) . Week  Ending  April  2 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102,  103) . Week  Ending  April  2 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement  of 

Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB  H.4. 1  (93) . Week  Ending  April  9 


AdvaiKe  Monthly  Retail  Sales  (Press  release)  Census,  (54) . March 

Manufacturing  and  Trade:  Inventories  and  Sales,  Bureau  of  Economic 

Analysis  (BEA),  (31,  56,  71,  851) . February 

Yields  on  FHA  Insured  New  Home  30-Year  Mortgages, HUD,  (1 18)April  1 

Industrial  Production  and  Related  Data,  FRB,  G.  12.3  (47,  853)  . March 

Housing  Starts  (Press  release).  Census,  C-20  (28,  29) . March 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.2 


(72) . Week  Ending  April  9 

Money  Stock  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102,  103) . Week  Ending  April  9 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement  of 

Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB,  H.4. 1  (93)  . Week  Ending  April  16 


Gross  National  Produa  (Preliminary),  BEA,  (200,  205) . 1  Q  75 

Personal  lixome,  BEA,  (52,  53) . March 

Revised  Corporate  Profits  and  National  Income,  BEA  . 4  Q  74 

Capacity  Utilization  in  Manufacturing,  FRB,  E.5  (850) . 1  Q  75 

AdvaiKe  Report  on  Durable  Gtxxk,  ManufecTurers’  Shipments 

aixl  Orders,  Census,  (6,  24,  25,  96,  647,  648) . March 

Qinsumer  Price  Irxlex,  BLS,  (781,  782,  78.3,  784)  . March 

Real  Earnings,  BLS,  (741,  859) . March 

Average  Yields  of  Long-Term  Bonds,  Treasury  Bulletin  (115,  116) . March 

(Quarterly  FinaiKial  Report  for  Manufacturing 

Girporations,  Federal  Trade  Commission . 4  Q  74 

Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB, 


H.4.2  (72) . Week  Ending  April  16 

Money  Sttxk  Measures,  FRB,  H.6  (85,  102,  103) . Week  Ending  April  16 

Factors  Affecting  Bank  Reserves  and  Condition  Statement  of 

Federal  Reserve  Banks,  FRB,  H.4. 1  (9.3)  . Week  Ending  April  2.3 


Productivity  and  Costs  in  Private  Ecoiwmy,  BLS . 1  Q  75 

Housing  VacaiKies  (Press  release).  Census,  H-111  (857) . 1  Q  75 

Major  Collective  Bargaining  Settlements,  BLS,  (748) . 1  Q  75 


MerchaiKlise  Trade  Balance,  Balance  of  Payments  Basis,  BEA,  (536,  5.37)  .  1  Q  75 
Export  and  Import  Merchandise  Trade,  Onsus,  FT-900  (500,  502,  512).  .  .March 
AdvaiKe  Business  Conditions  Digest,  BEA: 


(12,  .33,  69,  813,  817) . February 

(5,  10,  17,  45,  59,  62,  810,  811,  814,  815,  816, 

820,  825,  8.30,  853,  860) . March 

Defense  Indicators,  BEA,  (625) . March 


Condition  Report  of  Large  Commercial  Banks,  FRB,  H.4.2 


(72) . Week  Erxling  April  23 

Labor  Turnover  in  Manufacturing  (Press  release),  BLS,  (2,  3) . Match 

Manufacturers’  Shipments,  Inventories  &  Orders,  Census,  M  3- 1  (20,  65,  852)  .March 
Agricultural  Prices  (Agriculture)  . Mid- April 
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Statistical  Reporter 


NEW  REPORTING  PLANS  AND  FORMS 


The  following  listing  gives  brief  descriptions  of  a 
selected  group  of  new  reporting  plans  and  forms 
approved  between  January  17  and  February  1  1,  1975, 
by  the  Office  of  Management  and  Budget  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Federal  Reports  Act.  The  descriptions 
refer  to  surveys  and  data  collection  programs  which  are 
just  being  started  or  are  soon  to  be  started  so  results  are 
not  yet  available. 

Federal  Reserve  Board 

Sunny  of  finance  companies  (quinquennial). — This  project 
will  involve  the  compilation,  tabulation  and  analysis  of 
significant  asset  and  liability  items  to  be  obtained  from 
approximately  3,000  finance  companies  in  the  United 
States  to  allow  a  determination  of  developments  in  the 
finance  company  industry  since  the  last  comprehensive 
survey  held  as  of  June  1970.  The  survey  will  provide 
benchmark  data  for  regularly  published  series  on 
consumer  and  business  credit  as  well  as  benchmark  data 
for  the  series  on  finance  company  major  assets  and 
sources  of  financing.  The  survey  will  be  taken  as  of  June 
30,  1975.  The  processing  of  survey  data  will  be 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  third  quarter  and  an  article 
summarizing  and  analyzing  the  results  will  appear  in 
the  Federal  Reserve  Bulletin  in  the  fourth  quarter  of 
1975.  (For  further  information:  Evelyn  Hurley,  Capital 
Markets  Section,  Division  of  Research  and  Statistics, 
Board  of  Governors  of  rhe  Federal  Reserve  System, 
telephone  (202)  452-3642.) 

Department  of  Agriculture 

Economic  Research  Service 

Tobacco  Warehouse  Cost  Survey  (singletime). — A  series  of 
surveys  have  been  conducted  recently  to  measure  the 
effects  of  certain  changes  in  the  marketing  of  flue-cured 
tobacco.  As  part  of  the  series,  this  survey  was  designed 
to  focus  on  various  techniques  of  warehousing  and  assess 
the  cost  advantages  of  each.  Data  on  the  extent  of 
mechanization,  the  use  of  rental  vs.  purchased  equip¬ 
ment,  labor  cost  and  other  input  costs  will  be  compared 
to  revenues  for  the  sampled  firms  to  get  a  measure  of 
relative  efficiency.  A  publication  of  survey  findings 
should  be  available  by  Fall  1975.  (For  further  informa¬ 
tion:  Verner  N.  Grise,  ERS,  Department  of  Agricul¬ 
ture,  telephone  (202)  447-5372.) 


Survey  of  Pesticide  Situation  1974  and  Outlook  1973 
(singletime). — Users  of  agricultural  pesticides  have 
witnessed  sharp  economic  adjustments  in  the  market 
over  the  past  two  years.  Prices  have  increased  ar  an 
unprecedented  rate.  Inventory  drawdown  has  accelerated 
to  meet  current  demand,  and  in  the  short-run,  short¬ 
ages  have  developed.  This  survey  will  provide  a  picture 
of  the  year  just  past  and  shed  some  light  on  what  to 
expect  for  1975.  Major  producers  will  be  asked  to 
provide  by  type  of  product,  actual  1974  production, 
planned  1974  production,  expected  1975  production 
and  the  reasons  why  actual  differed  from  planned.  A 
question  on  inventory  will  help  provide  a  measure  of 
potential  supply  for  1975.  Survey  findings  should  be 
available  to  the  public  by  early  summer  1975.  (For 
further  information:  Ted  Eichers,  ERS,  Department  of 
Agriculture,  telephone:  (202)  447-6620.) 

Department  of  Commerce 

Bureau  of  the  Census 

CPS  Supplement:  survey  of  early  childhood  centers  (single¬ 
time). — The  National  Center  for  Education  Statistics 
will  sponsor  a  supplement  to  the  Current  Population 
Survey  to  collect  data  from  facilities  offering  preschool 
education  to  children  aged  3—6.  This  survey  will 
request  information  on  five  basic  subjects:  site  classifi¬ 
cation,  child  age  distribution,  staffing,  center  activities, 
and  facility  control.  (For  further  information:  Roy 
Nehrt,  National  Center  for  Education  Statistics, 
telephone  (202)  245-865.3.) 

Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare 

Office  of  Education 

Survey  of  foreign  language  enrollments  in  public  secondary 
schools,  fall  1974  (bi-annual). — This  survey  will  gather 
data  on  enrollment  in  foreign  language  courses  in 
public  secondary  schools,  grades  7—12.  (For  further 
information:  Julie  A.  Petrov,  Office  of  Education, 
telephone  (202)  245-9819.) 

Social  and  Rehabilitation  Service 

Review  of  State  services  to  runaways  (singletime). — Sur¬ 
vey  to  obtain  data  giving  a  State  by  State  profile  of 
services  available  to  runaways  and  their  families 
through  public  welfare  agencies.  (For  further  informa- 


lAarch  1973 


157 


tion;  George  E.  Murphy,  SRS,  telephone  (202)  245- 
9420.) 

Social  Security  Administration 

1974  Survey  of  institutionalized  supplemental  security 
income  recipients  (singletime). — Survey  to  obtain  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  impact  of  the  personal  allowance 
income  provided  to  recipients  confined  to  nursing 
homes  or  other  health  care  facilities.  Data  will  be 
collected  from  4000  residents  or  a  staff  member  and 
from  1300  families  of  residents  included  in  the  survey. 
Topics  include  primary  diagnosis,  services  received, 
socioeconomic  data,  future  plans,  sources  of  funds  and 
supplementary  services  received  and  charges.  (For 
further  information:  James  C.  Callison,  SSA,  telephone 
(202)  382-7311.) 

Domicilary  care  administrator,  and  resident  questionnaires 
(singletime). — Survey  of  supplemental  security  income 
recipients  living  in  domiciliary  care  facilities  in  seven 
States.  The  survey  will  include  140  administrators  and 
840  residents.  Data  will  be  collected  relating  to 
evidence  of  unmet  need,  quality  of  services  and 
facilities,  characteristics  of  residents,  and  admin- 
isttation.  (For  further  information:  James  C.  Callison, 
SSA,  telephone  (202)  382-7311.) 

Department  of  Transportation 

Urban  Mass  Transportation  Administration 

Rider  incentive  study  (singletime). — This  is  part  of  a 
transit  marketing  project  sponsored  by  UMTA’s  Office 
of  Transit  Management  as  an  extensive,  multistage 
market  research  study  in  Nashville  and  Baltimore.  The 
goal  is  to  identify  market  segments,  their  character¬ 
istics,  transit  services  they  will  respond  to  and  ap¬ 
proaches  for  promoting  them.  The  study  is  the  first 
phase  of  the  Office’s  Marketing  Demonstration  Project 
which  is  intended  to  demonstrate  the  application  of 
commercially  refined  marketing  techniques  to  transit. 
(For  further  information:  Robert  M.  Prowda,  Urban 
Mass  Transportation  Administtation,  DOT,  telephone 
(202)  426-9274.) 

National  Science  Foundation 

Survey  of  doctoral  scientists  and  engineers. — This  survey, 
the  second  in  a  biennial  series,  is  designed  to  gain 
employment  and  other  information  on  doctoral  scien¬ 
tists  and  engineers  for  use  in  operating  the  Manpower 
Characteristics  System.  The  System  provides  data 
needed  to  assay  the  Nation’s  human  resources  in  the 
sciences  and  engineering.  It  consists  of  three  separate 
mechanisms:  1)  A  national  sample  of  scientists  and 
engineers,  2)  Surveys  of  nondoctorate  entrants  to 


science  and  engineering  and  3)  Roster  of  doctoral 
scientists  and  engineers.  The  System  is  part  of  the 
Foundation’s  program  to  comply  with  a  legislative 
requirement  for  NSF  to  maintain  a  register  of  scientific 
and  technical  personnel  and  to  provide  a  central 
clearinghouse  for  information  covering  such  personnel 
in  the  United  States. 

The  first  survey,  conducted  in  1973,  sampled 
approximately  56,000  doctoral  scientists  and  engineers. 
The  1975  survey  will  include  approximately  60,000 
doctoral  scientists  and  engineers  about  40,000  of  whom 
responsed  to  the  1973  study.  A  preliminaty  report 
Doctoral  Scientists  and  Engineers  in  the  United  States,  1973 
Profile  has  been  issued  and  other  publications  are  being 
prepared.  Selected  data  from  the  1975  study  are 
expected  to  be  published  in  1976.  (For  further  informa¬ 
tion:  J.  James  Brown,  Study  Director,  Manpower 
Characteristics  Group,  Science  Resources  Studies, 
National  Science  Foundation,  telephone  (202)  282- 
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Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development 

Study  of  real  estate  licensing  and  examination  practices 
(singletime). — National  survey  of  2,160  brokers  and 
real  estate  salespersons,  licensing  boards  and  real  estate 
companies  to  determine  how  interstate  real  estate  corpo¬ 
rations  operate  in  relation  to  equal  opportunity  objec¬ 
tives.  (For  further  information:  Quinton  Gordon,  De¬ 
partment  of  Housing  and  Urban  Development,  tele¬ 
phone  (202)  755-1568.) 

Elderly  property  tax  relief  survey  (singletime). — Survey 
to  obtain  data  on  current  administrative  practices  and 
costs  of  State  and  local  property  tax  relief  programs  for 
the  elderly.  Sample  will  include  Srate  directors  of  taxa¬ 
tion  and  ten  local  level  taxation  officials.  (For  further 
information:  Deborah  Greenstein,  Department  of  Hous¬ 
ing  and  Urban  Development,  telephone  (202)  755- 
6433.) 

Housing  allowance  experiment:  supply  experiment,  survey  of 
tenants,  and  homeowners.  Wave  2  (singletime). — Survey  of 
current  occupants  of  approximately  3200  housing  units 
in  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin  and  surrounding  Brown 
County  previously  contacted  during  the  baseline  survey. 
Sample  will  include  participant  households,  eligible 
households  choosing  not  to  participate,  households  just 
above  eligibility  limits,  and  households  only  indirectly 
affected  by  the  program.  Topics  covered  include  basic 
socio-demographic  data,  characteristics  of  the  housing 
units,  housing  expense,  perceptions  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  and  attitudes  toward  the  program.  (For  further 
information:  Garland  Allen,  Department  of  Housing 
and  Urban  Development,  telephone  (202)  755-5421.) 
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OTHER  NEW  REPORTING  PLANS  AND  FORMS 


As  an  experiment  for  the  next  few  months  we  will 
carry  a  list  of  the  titles  of  the  forms  approved  during  a 
4-week  period.  After  the  list  has  appeared  for  a  few 
months  so  the  readers  have  had  time  to  assess  its  value, 
we  plan  to  evaluate  its  usefulness.  Your  comments  will 
be  welcomed. 


Shown  below,  by  agency,  is  a  list  of  forms  approved 
between  January  17  and  February  11,  1975,  excluding 
those  described  above.  Questions  or  requests  for  addi¬ 
tional  information  about  any  of  the  forms  listed  below 
should  be  addressed  in  writing  to  Mrs.  Suzann  Evinger, 
Statistical  Policy  Division,  Office  of  Management  and 
Budget,  Washington,  D.C.  20503. 


During  January,  approximately  45  forms  reached 
their  expiration  dates  and  are  no  longer  approved  for 
use. 

I  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Survey  of  bee  and  pollinating  insect  research  priorities 


DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 

Blood  derivatives  of  human  origin 
Steel  mill  products  shipments  1974 
Food  stamp  recipiency  supplement,  April  1975  CPS 
U.S.  supplier  evaluation-foreign  buyer  program 
Follow-up  of  Shirley  Highway  Corridor  single  occupant  auto  user 
survey 

Survey  of  computer  information  service  users 
Additional  questions  to  special  population  census  enumeration 
book-supplement 
Oilfield  drilling  rigs 

DEPARTMENT  OF  DEFENSE 

Scientific  and  technical  information  needs  of  the  Defense 
Community 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE 

Precanvass  for  the  full-scale  statistical  survey  of  elementary  schools 
1975 

Career  education  product  information  handbook 
Career  planning  support  system 

Comprehensive  education  information  system;  market  analysis 
A  survey  of  parental  involvement  in  schools  and  their  satisfaction 
with  experimental  school  project  practices 
j  Career  education  implementation 

Longitudinal  evaluation  of  ESAA  pilot  and  basic  programs 
I  observation,  interview  and  questionnaire 

Institutional  release  of  Federal  funds/request  for  additional  Federal 
funds  under  the  CWS  program 

Questionnaires  for  the  evaluation  of  Title  IV  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Act  of  1964 

Assessment  of  school  supervised  work  education  programs 
Maternity  and  infant  care  project,  statistical  summary  of  patients 
served 

Ambulatory  health  care  center  standards  for  Bureau  of  Community 
Health  Services  Centers 
CAN-Dial  evaluation 


Lipid  research  clinics  family  study 

Activity  analysis  of  house  officers  and  teaching  physicians 
Interview  form  for  follow-up  study  of  former  vocational 
rehabilitation  clients 

Spanish-surnamed  physician  and  medical  student  study  in  the 
United  States 

The  optimal  demand  and  supply  of  physician's  assistants 
Interview  instruments:  evaluation  of  head  start  training  and 
technical  assistance  (nationally) 

Project  developmental  continuity  planning  year  evaluation  (pre¬ 
school/headstart) 

Community  planning  and  feedback  instruments — youth  develop¬ 
ment 

Financial  status  report  and  performance  report — handicapped 
children's  early  education  program 
Research  in  emergency  medical  services  systems — Memphis 
Research  in  emergency  medical  services  systems — Jacksonville 
Notification  of  the  membership  of  Adult  Education  State  Advisory 
Councils 

Education  design  for  interpersonal  influence 

Hypertension  detection  and  follow-up  program  special  group 
survey  sample 

DEPARTMENT  OF  HOUSING  AND  URBAN  DEVELOPMENT 

Model  cities  transition  procedures  handbook  forms 
Application  for  section  8  housing  assistance  payments  program- 
existing  housing 

Application  for  assignment  of  portion  of  set-aside  to  specific 
project-Section  8 

Section  235  program  and  buyer's  agent  program  participant 
surveys 

Application  for  Federal  assistance-new  communities 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Petersburg  national  battlefield  visitor  survey 
Gold 

DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 

Subgrant  data  for  LEAA  management  information  system 
Survey  of  crime  victims  and  offenders 

DEPARTMENT  OF  LABOR 

SIC  372  deferred  payment  survey- 17  cents  deferred  payments 
follow-up  survey 

Report  on  occupational  employment 

Monthly  report  on  employment  (payroll  and  hours)  methods  test 

DEPARTMENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION 

Program  content  of  statewide  travel  including  data  collection  for 
multimodal  demand 

Abandoned  automobile  programs  of  State  and  local  government 
Statement  of  work  re;  the  safety  aspects  of  reduced  speed  limits 
and  reduction  in  travel  caused  by  energy  crisis 
Annual  summary  report  of  railroad  injury  and  illness 
Miami  bus  rider  survey 
Use  of  plastics  in  gas  pipeline  facilities 
Use  of  odorants  in  natural  gas 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Notice  of  transfer  of  articles  to  a  foreign-trade  zone  with  benefit  of 
drawback 

Report  of  diversion  (vessels  to  another  port) 

Claim  for  and  award  of  compensation  for  original  information 
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Dtclaration  for  free  entry  of  articles  for  colleges,  religious  institu¬ 
tions,  etc. 

Declaration  for  free  entry  of  game  animals  or  birds  killed  by  U.S. 
residents 

ACTION 

Youth  challenge  program,  evaluation  study 

State  volunteer  services  coordinator  program  quarterly  report  form 

ENVIRONMENTAL  PROTECTION  AGENCY 

Evaluative  survey  of  water  quality  training  institute  attendees 

FEDERAL  RESERVE  BOARD 

Debt  of  other  banks  held  by  20  largest  bank  holding  companies 
(short) 

Survey  of  maturity  distribution  of  large  time  deposits  at  weekly 
reporting  banks 

NATIONAL  SCIENCE  FOUNDATION 

State  Departments  of  education  questionnaire 

Quesrionnaire — local  public  school  systems 

Career  planning  inventory 

Questionnaires  on  presidenrial  internships  in  science  and  engineer¬ 
ing 


SMITHSONIAN  INSTITUTION  ! 

The  Narional  Registry  of  Traveling  Exhibirion  sources  i 

I 

TENNESSEE  VALLEY  AUTHORITY 

Supplementary  information:  wood  residue  availability  and  related 
data 

UNITED  STATES  CIVIL  SERVICE  COMMISSION 

Statement  of  availability  for  accountant  auditor-IRS  agent 
Supplemental  qualifications  statement  for  compurer  operation- 
computer  technician 
Living  pattern  questionnaire 

Formar  for  experimental  SCORE  occupational  supplements 

U.S.  INTERNATIONAL  TRADE  COMMISSION 

Institutional  release  of  Federal  funds  (request  for  addirional  Federal 
funds  under  CWS  program) 

Quesrionnaire  on  shipments  by  producers  of  door  skins 
Questionnaires  on  pulp  and  paper  industry 

VETERANS  ADMINISTRATION 

Applicarion  for  VGLI  (veterans  group  life  insurance)  (veterans  sepa¬ 
rated  before  August  1,  1974) 

Interview  schedule  for  mothers  of  siblings 


PERSONNEL  NOTES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Statistical  Reporting  Service:  Recent  appointments  include: 
Christian  A.  Stokstad  as  Director,  Survey  Division;  Donald  W. 
Barrowman  as  Chief,  Prices  and  Labor  Branch,  Estimates  Division; 
Donald  M.  Bay  as  Statistician  in  Charge,  Missouri  Srate  Statistical 
Office,  Columbia,  Mo;  Galen  F.  Hart  as  Chief,  Research  and 
Development  Branch,  Research  Division;  and  Donald  H.  Von  Steen 
as  Head,  Cotton  &  Special  Crops  Section,  Crops  Branch,  Estimates 
Division. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMERCE 
Social  and  Economic  Statistics  Administration 

Bureau  of  the  Census:  SHIRLEY  Kallek.  previously  designated  as 
Acting,  has  been  officially  designated  Associate  Director  for 
Economic  Fields.  James  Werking  has  been  named  Acting  Assistant 
Chief  for  Currenr  Programs  in  the  Industry  Division.  Robert  T. 
O’ Reagan  has  been  designated  Assistant  Chief  for  Systems  and 
Procedures, .Statistical  Methods  Division.  Herman  H.  Fasteau,  who 
retired  from  Government  service  December  31,  1974,  will  continue 
to  serve  as  a  reemployed  annuitant  in  the  position  of  Staff  Assistant  to 
the  Chief,  Statistical  Methods  Division. 

The  International  Statistical  Programs  Center  has  reported  the 
following  changes  in  its  overseas  advisory  staff:  Gerald  F.  Kotwas 
has  completed  a  tour  of  duty  as  Foreign  Trade  Statistics  Adviser  to  the 
Government  of  Afghanistan  and  has  returned  to  the  United  States  for 
reassignment.  Werner  Baer  has  been  assigned  to  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
Brazil  for  a  1-year  tour  of  duty  as  Economic  Statistics  Adviser  to  the 
Brazilian  Institute  of  Geography  and  Statistics. 


DEPARTMENT  OF  TRANSPORTATION  , 

National  Highway  Traffic  Safety  Administration:  Marie  Delaney 
Eldridge,  formerly  Chief  of  the  Mathematical  Analysis  Division  of 
NHTSA,  has  been  appointed  Director,  Office  of  Statistics  and 
Analysis.  Thomas  Herzog,  formerly  of  the  National  Security  Agency, 
has  joined  the  Mathematical  Analysis  Division,  Office  of  Statistics 
and  Analysis. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  TREASURY 

Internal  Revenue  service,  Statistics  Division:  Beulah  N.  Mathis  has 
been  appointed  Chief,  Sample  Research  Staff,  Mathematical  Statistia, 
Branch,  Statistics  Division.  Mrs.  Mathis,  formerly  with  the  Sample 
Research  Staff,  fills  the  vacancy  left  by  Phil  D.  Gilliland,  who 
transferred  on  October  26,  1974. 

UNITED  STATES  CIVIL  SERVICE  COMMISSION 

Bureau  of  Manpower  Information  Systems:  PHILIP  A.  D.  ScHNEIDERhas 
been  selected  as  Associate  Director  for  Manpower  Information.  This 
position  includes  responsibility  for  managing  the  Government-wide 
manpower  information  program  of  the  Commission  and  the 
Government-wide  information  systems  which  support  that  program; 
these  include  the  Central  Personnel  Data  File  and  the  Federal 
Personnel  Management  Information  System.  John  E.  Curnow  has 
been  promoted  to  Chief,  Manpower  Statistics  Division.  Recent 
selections  of  section  chiefs  within  the  Manpower  Statistics  Division 
are:  Maxine  Barron,  Special  Programs  Section;  Ronnie  Byers, 
Manpower  Information  Section;  and  Andrew  Klugh.  Management 
Information  Section. 
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